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H
ello

, a
n
d
 w
elco

m
e to

 th
e C

h
ristm

a
s ed

itio
n
 o
f 

O
U
T
L
O
O
K
 m

a
g
a
zin

e. 
W
h
y d

o
n
’t yo

u
 g
o
 a
n
d
 

m
a
k
e yo

u
rselv

es a
 cu

p
p
a
, g
ra
b
 a
 m

in
ce p

ie a
n
d
 

sit d
o
w
n
 fo

r a
 few

 m
o
m
en
ts in

 b
etw

een
 a
ll th

e 
jo
b
s th

a
t yo

u
 h
a
v
e to

 d
o
 b
efo

re C
h
ristm

a
s a

n
d
 

h
a
v
e a

 rea
d
 a
t th

e rest o
f O

U
T
L
O
O
K
 w
h
ile yo

u
 

h
a
v
e th

e ch
a
n
ce, 

A
s u

su
a
l, th

ere is a
 lo

t g
o
in
g
 o
n
 a
t th

e ch
u
rch

 
o
v
er th

e A
d
v
en
t a

n
d
 C
h
ristm

a
s sea

so
n
 a
n
d
 w

e 
h
o
p
e th

a
t yo

u
 w
ill b

e a
b
le to

 jo
in
 w
ith
 u
s in

 th
e 

p
a
rties, sp

ecia
l ca

ro
l serv

ices a
t St. L

eo
n
a
rd
’s a

n
d
 a
t P

itco
rth

ie a
n
d
, 

o
f co

u
rse, o

u
r Su

n
d
a
y serv

ices in
 th

e ru
n
 u
p
 to

 C
h
ristm

a
s. 

 I k
n
o
w
 th

a
t it is a

 b
u
sy tim

e, b
u
t th

is yea
r I w

o
n
d
er if w

e co
u
ld
 a
ll 

ju
st ta

k
e a

 few
 m

o
m
en
ts to

 p
u
t a

sid
e th

e w
ra
p
p
in
g
 p
a
p
er a

n
d
 th

e 
tu
rk
ey co

o
k
in
g
 ca

lcu
la
to
r to

 rem
em

b
er th

o
se a

ro
u
n
d
 u
s fo

r w
h
om

 
C
h
ristm

a
s is n

o
t su

ch
 a
 h
a
p
p
y tim

e. L
et’s sh

a
re a

 p
ra
yer fo

r th
o
se 

w
h
o
 w

o
n
’t 
b
e 
sittin

g
 
ro
u
n
d
 
th
e 
ta
b
le 

w
ith
 
fa
m
ily; lets sh

a
re a

 
p
ra
yer fo

r th
o
se w

h
o
 h
a
v
e lo

st so
m
eo
n
e th

is yea
r; let’s sh

a
re a

 
p
ra
yer fo

r th
o
se w

h
o
 sim

p
ly ca

n
’t a

ffo
rd
 a
ll th

e trim
m
in
g
s.  

 In
 m

y serm
o
n
 a
t St. L

eo
n
a
rd
’s o

n
 th

e first Su
n
d
a
y in

 A
d
v
en
t, I 

rem
em

b
ered

 a
 so

n
g
 b
y L

a
rry N

o
rm

a
n
 ca

lled
 I w

ish w
e’d

 a
ll b

een
 

rea
d
y . A

s w
e d

ra
w
 clo

ser to
 th

e d
a
y w

h
en
 w
e celeb

ra
te th

e b
irth

 of 
Jesu

s, w
e a

lso
 n
eed

 to
 b
e p

rep
a
rin
g
 o
u
rselv

es fo
r th

e d
a
y w

h
en
 

Jesu
s w

ill co
m
e a

g
a
in
—
ju
st lik

e h
e p

ro
m
ised

.  
So
, a

s w
e a

ll ru
sh
 a
ro
u
n
d
 g
ettin

g
 rea

d
y fo

r C
h
ristm

a
s, rem

em
b
er 

th
a
t w

e a
lso
 h
a
v
e to

 b
e rea

d
y to

 g
reet The H

ea
ven B

orn P
rince O

f 
P
ea
ce w

h
en
 H
e retu

rn
s in

 a
ll h

is g
lo
ry—

w
h
en
ev
er th

a
t w

ill b
e. 

 I 
p
ra
y 

th
a
t 

yo
u
 
exp

erie
n
ce
 
G
o
d
’s 

b
lessin

g
 th

is C
h
ristm

a
s. 

 B
a
rry 
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d
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2
n
d D
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9
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 &
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0
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m
 : W

o
rsh
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n
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0
 a
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m
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9
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16
th
 D
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b
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rd S
u
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d
ay
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d
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9
:30
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o
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eo
n
a
rd
’s  

11:0
0
 a
m
 : W

o
rsh

ip
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t P
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rth
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6
:30

 p
m
 : C

a
rols b

y C
a
n
d
lelight a

t St. L
eo
n
a
rd
’s 

fo
llo
w
ed
 b
y th

e re-d
ed
ica

tio
n
 o
f th

e h
a
lls. 

 

2
3
rd D

ecem
b
er (4

th
 S
u
n
d
ay
 in
 A
d
ven
t) 

11:0
0
 a
m
 : C

h
ild
ren

’s N
a
tiv
ity a

t St. L
eo
n
a
rd
’s 

(w
ith
 B
lessin

g
 &
 sh
o
rt co

m
m
u
n
io
n
) 
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n
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O
ch A

y
e
! W

ha
t's g

o
ing

 o
n in C

hina
?  

G
ra

ha
m
 &

 M
a
ry
 R
o
b
e
rtso

n  

F
o
rw
a
rd
 tw

o
, th

ree, fo
u
r - b

a
ck
 tw

o
, th

ree, 

fo
u
r. Ja

m
es &

 K
irsty h

a
v
e b

een
 tea

ch
in
g
 70

 

ch
in
ese 

stu
d
en
ts 

ceilid
h
 

d
a
n
cin

g
 

in
 

Y
a
n
g
lin
g
, 
a
b
o
u
t 
a
n
 
h
o
u
r 
w
est 

o
f 
X
'ia
n
!  

So
m
etim

es w
e w

o
n
d
er w

h
eth

er th
ey a

re 

lea
rn
in
g
 M

a
n
d
a
rin
 o
r tea

ch
in
g
 th

e Sco
ttish

 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e &

 cu
ltu

re to
 th

e C
h
in
ese. P

erh
a
p
s it is a

 b
it o

f b
o
th
.  

A
n
yw

a
y th

ey w
ere in

 Y
a
n
g
lin
g
 b
eca

u
se th

ey a
re p

la
n
n
in
g
 to

 

ta
k
e a

 tea
m
 o
f 10

 to
 12 p

eo
p
le th

ere, n
ext su

m
m
er, fo

r 4 w
eek

s 

fro
m
 
8th

 Ju
ly 

to
 8th

 A
u
g
u
st 20

0
8. 

T
h
is w

ill 
in
v
o
lv
e tea

ch
in
g
 

E
n
g
lish

 to
 C
h
in
ese stu

d
en
ts in

 th
e m

o
rn
in
g
 a
n
d
 d
o
in
g
 O

lym
p
ic 

th
em

ed
 a
ctiv

ities w
ith
 th

em
 in
 th

e a
ftern

o
o
n
. T
h
ere w

ill a
lso
 b
e 

th
e ch

a
n
ce to

 see th
e sig

h
ts a

n
d
 rela

x to
w
a
rd
s th

e en
d
 o
f th

e 

trip
. 
T
h
is 

w
ill 

a
p
p
ea
l 
to
 
stu

d
en
ts 

in
 
th
eir 

su
m
m
er 

h
o
lid
a
ys, 

a
lth
o
u
g
h
 a
n
yo
n
e o

v
er 18 is w

elco
m
e, b

u
t th

e m
o
re Sco

ts th
e 

m
errier. A

n
y h

a
m
m
er th

ro
w
ers o

u
t th

ere? T
h
e trip

 fin
ish
es b

efo
re 

th
e O

lym
p
ics sta

rt. T
h
ere w

ill b
e a

 co
st a

sso
cia

ted
 w
ith
 th

e trip
 

b
u
t if yo

u
 a
re in

terested
 o
r k

n
o
w
 o
f so

m
eo
n
e w

h
o
 is p

lea
se 

co
n
ta
ct u

s o
n
 (0

1383) 736
814 fo

r m
o
re in

fo
rm

a
tio
n
. T
h
e d

ea
d
lin
e 

fo
r sig

n
in
g
 u
p
 is F

eb
ru
a
ry 20

0
8.  

Ja
m
es &

 K
irsty a

p
p
recia

ted
 a
 ' flyin

g
 v
isit' fro

m
 C
a
th
erin

e Stih
ler 

a
n
d
 h
er h

u
sb
a
n
d
 a
t th

e en
d
 o
f O

cto
b
er.  

Ja
m
es in

fo
rm

s u
s th

a
t X

'ia
n
 is n

o
w
 rea

lly co
ld
. C

h
in
ese h

ea
tin
g
 

system
s a

re ru
n
 b
y ca

len
d
a
r d

a
tes a

n
d
 w

ill n
o
t b

e tu
rn
ed
 o
n
 

u
n
til N

o
v
. 15th

, n
o
 m

a
tter h

o
w
 co

ld
 it is.  T

h
ey a

re b
o
th
 lo
o
k
in
g
 

fo
r 

sta
m
in
a
, 
m
o
tiv
a
tio
n
 
a
n
d
 
co
n
tin
u
ed
 
p
ro
g
ress 

in
 
th
eir 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e stu

d
y. T

h
e m

o
re th

eir C
h
in
ese p

ro
g
resses, th

e to
u
g
h
er 



P
a
g
e
 5      

       
       

       
C
H
R
I
S
T
M
A
S
 
O
U
T
L
O
O
K
 
2
0
0
7

C
H
R
I
S
T
M
A
S
 
O
U
T
L
O
O
K
 
2
0
0
7

C
H
R
I
S
T
M
A
S
 
O
U
T
L
O
O
K
 
2
0
0
7

C
H
R
I
S
T
M
A
S
 
O
U
T
L
O
O
K
 
2
0
0
7

it g
ets, resu

ltin
g
 in
 m

o
re tim

e a
n
d
 effo

rt. A
t th

e tim
e o

f w
ritin

g
 

th
eir first la

n
g
u
a
g
e a

ssessm
en
ts a

re d
u
e. T

h
is w

ill let th
em

 k
n
ow

 

w
h
a
t p

ro
g
ress th

ey h
a
v
e m

a
d
e to

 d
a
te a

n
d
 w
h
a
t th

ey h
a
v
e to

 

w
o
rk
 o
n
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 it is n

o
t a

n
 exa

m
 a
s su

ch
 it is eq

u
a
lly n

erv
e 

w
ra
ck
in
g
.  

W
e h

a
v
e ju

st p
o
sted

 th
eir C

h
ristm

a
s p

a
rcels - so

m
e b

y a
irm

a
il, 

o
th
ers b

y su
rfa

ce m
a
il so

 a
t lea

st so
m
eth

in
g
 sh
o
u
ld
 a
rriv

e b
y th

e 

25th
 
D
ecem

b
er. 

Ja
m
es 

&
 
K
irsty 

a
sk
 
u
s 
to
 
exten

d
 
C
h
ristm

a
s 

g
reetin

g
s to

 yo
u
 a
ll in

 Sco
tla

n
d
.  

P
lea

se k
eep

 th
em

 in
 yo

u
r th

o
u
g
h
ts a

s 

th
is w

ill b
e th

e first tim
e eith

er h
a
s b

een
 

u
n
a
b
le 

to
 
v
isit 

th
eir 

p
a
ren

ts 
o
v
er 

th
e 

C
h
ristm

a
s p

erio
d
.  

 Sto
p
 P
ress H

ea
tin
g
 h
a
s ju

st co
m
e o

n
 b
u
t Ja

m
es in

fo
rm

s u
s th

a
t th

is 
m
ea
n
s m

o
re p

o
llu
tio
n
 fro

m
 th

e co
a
l fired

 p
o
w
er sta

tio
n
s.  

“H
a
p
p
y C

h
ristm

a
s” in

 C
h
in
ese 

W
ha

t? N
o
 Re

he
rsa

ls? 
D
J B

a
z 

In the
 p

a
st, I ha

ve
 stuck to

 re
vie

w
ing

 C
hristia

n 
m
usic C

D
s m

a
inly

 b
e
ca

use
 it ha

s b
e
e
n a

g
e
s since

 I 
la
st w

e
nt to

 a
 d

e
ce

nt C
hristia

n m
usic g

ig
. Tha

t tha
nkfully

 
cha

ng
e
d
 re

ce
ntly

 w
he

n N
o
 R
ehersa

l R
eq
uired
 p
la
ye

d
 a

t S
t. 

Le
o
na

rd
’s. 
N
o
 
R
ehersa

l 
R
eq
uired
 
is 

a
 
4
 
p
ie
ce

 
o
utfit, 

a
ug

m
e
nte

d
 b
y
 the

 yo
ung

 a
nd

 ve
ry
 ta

le
nte

d
 S
a
ra
h M

o
o
re, 

w
ho

 le
d
 us in a

 w
o
rship

 a
nd

 p
ra
ise

 se
ssio

n tha
t includ

e
d
 

ne
w
 
a
nd

 
tra

d
itio

na
l 

w
o
rship

 
so
ng

s 
p
re
se
nte

d
 
in 

a
n 

a
lto

g
e
the

r re
fre

shing
 a

nd
 e

ng
a
g
ing

 w
a
y. Tho

se
 w

ho
 w

e
re
 

the
re
 tho

ro
ug

hly
 e
njoye

d
 the

 ex
p
e
rie

nce
 a
nd

 ha
ve

 a
lre

a
d
y
 

a
ske

d
 if w

e
 ca

n d
o
 it a

g
a
in. W

hy
 no

t, I sa
y.  
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S
TO

P
 P
R
ES

S
: IM

P
O
R
TA

N
T N

EW
S
 

O
v
er th

e n
ext few

 m
o
n
th
s, w

e a
re ch

a
n
g
in
g
 th

e w
a
y th

a
t w

e d
o 

so
m
e th

in
g
s—

w
e h

o
p
e fo

r th
e b

etter. W
e h

o
p
e th

a
t yo

u
 lik

e th
ese 

ch
a
n
g
es. E

ith
er w

a
y—

p
lea

se let u
s k

n
o
w
. 

 C
O
M
M
U
N
IO
N
 

W
e 
w
ill 

celeb
ra
te 

th
e 
sa
cra

m
en
t 
a
t 
St. 

L
eo
n
a
rd
’s 
o
n
 
th
e 
first 

Su
n
d
a
y in

 Ja
n
u
a
ry, A

p
ril, Ju

ly a
n
d
 O

cto
b
er a

n
d
 a
t P

itco
rth

ie o
n
 

th
e 

first 
Su
n
d
a
y 

in
 
F
eb
ru
a
ry, 

M
a
y, 

A
u
g
u
st 

a
n
d
 
N
o
v
em

b
er. 

C
o
m
m
u
n
io
n
 w

ill a
lso
 b
e celeb

ra
ted

 o
n
 M

a
u
n
d
a
y T

h
u
rsd

a
y a

n
d
 

a
fter th

e serv
ice o

n
 th

e fo
u
rth

 Su
n
d
a
y o

f A
d
v
en
t. 

 P
R
A
Y
E
R
 &
 P
R
A
ISE

 
P
ra
yer, it h

a
s b

een
 sa

id
, is th

e p
o
w
er h

o
u
se o

f th
e ch

u
rch

. E
a
rlier 

th
is yea

r, w
e sta

rted
 a
 n
ew

 p
ra
yer a

n
d
 p
ra
ise tim

e w
h
ere w

e m
eet 

ev
ery seco

n
d
 T
u
esd

a
y a

t 7.30
 p
m
 in

 th
e M

o
rris H

a
ll. E

v
eryo

n
e is 

w
elco

m
e to

 jo
in
 w
ith
 u
s to

 p
ra
ise o

u
r G

o
d
 a
n
d
 to

 p
u
t p

ra
yers fo

r 
o
u
r co

n
g
reg

a
tio
n
 a
n
d
 p
a
rish

 a
t th

e v
ery h

ea
rt o

f o
u
r life to

g
eth

er. 
T
h
e W

ed
n
esd

a
y m

o
rn
in
g
 p
ra
yer g

ro
u
p
 co

n
tin
u
es to

 m
eet in

 th
e 

co
m
m
ittee ro

o
m
, ev

ery W
ed
n
esd

a
y a

t 10
.15. 

 L
A
R
G
E
 P
R
IN
T
 O
R
D
E
R
 O
F
 SE

R
V
IC
E
 

E
a
ch
 w
eek

, o
u
r O

rd
er o

f Serv
ice is d

istrib
u
ted

 to
 th

o
se in

 ch
u
rch

 for 
u
se d

u
rin
g
 th

e serv
ice—

a
n
d
 to

 ta
k
e h

o
m
e so

 th
a
t yo

u
 h
a
v
e a

ll th
e 

n
o
tices a

t h
a
n
d
. If yo

u
 w

o
u
ld
 lik

e a
 la

rg
e p

rin
t v

ersio
n
, w

e w
ill 

h
a
v
e a

 few
 co

p
ies a

v
a
ila
b
le ev

ery Su
n
d
a
y. Ju

st a
sk
 a
n
d
 yo

u
 w

ill 
receiv

e! 
 SE
R
M
O
N
 R
E
C
O
R
D
IN
G
S 

O
n
 m

o
st Su

n
d
a
ys, th

e serm
o
n
 is reco

rd
ed
 a
n
d
 m

a
d
e a

va
ila
b
le o

n
 

th
e ch

u
rch

 w
eb
site o

r yo
u
 ca

n
 su

b
scrib

e to
 o
u
r iT

u
n
es p

o
d
ca
st a

n
d
 

receiv
e th

e reco
rd
in
g
 in
 M
P
3 fo

rm
a
t ea

ch
 w
eek

.  
F
o
r th

o
se o

f yo
u
 w

h
o
 d
o
 n
o
t h

a
v
e a

ccess to
 a
 co

m
p
u
ter o

r th
e 

in
tern

et, yo
u
 ca

n
 g
et a

 C
D
 w
ith
 a
 co

u
p
le o

f serm
o
n
s o

n
 it. P

lea
se 

co
n
ta
ct th

e ch
u
rch

 o
ffice, yo

u
r eld

er o
r th

e m
in
ister. If yo

u
 d
o
n
’t 

h
a
v
e a

 C
D
 p
la
yer, th

en
 w
e w

ill try a
n
d
 g
et o

n
e fo

r yo
u
 to

 b
o
rro

w
. 
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...to
 a
ll tho

se
 w

ho
 w

ill ha
ve

 co
m
p
le
te
d
 the

 
‘B
ib
le
 in a

 ye
a
r’ p

ro
g
ra
m
m
e
. Fo

r 2
0
0
8
, 

the
re
 w

ill b
e
 a

 m
o
nthly

 se
t o

f re
a
d
ing

s 
w
hich 

ca
n 

b
e
 
use

d
 
to
 
re
a
d
 
thro

ug
h 

the
 
b
ib
le
 
in 

C
hro

no
lo
g
ica

l O
rd

e
r—

so
 if yo

u d
id
n’t try

 this y
e
a
r o

r w
e
re
 

una
b
le
 
to
 
co

m
p
le
te
 
the

 
b
ib
le
 
in 

a
 
y
e
a
r 
the

re
 
w
ill 

b
e
 
a
 

d
iffe

re
nt  (p

e
rha

p
s e

a
sie

r) w
a
y
 to

 d
o
 so

 this co
m
ing

 ye
a
r. 

The
se
 re

a
d
ing

s w
ill b

e
 a

va
ila

b
le
 in church m

o
nth b

y
 m

o
nth. 

They
 w

ill a
lso

 b
e
 a

va
ila

b
le
 to

 p
rint o

ff a
t ho

m
e
 fro

m
 o

ur 
church 

w
eb

site
. 
Yo

u 
w
ill 

a
lso

 
b
e
 
a
b
le
 
to
 
liste

n 
to
 
the

se
 

p
o
rtio

ns o
f G

o
d
’s w

o
rd

 o
n o

ur w
eb

site
—

a
 ne

w
 se

ctio
n d

a
y
 

b
y
 d
a
y.  

 ...to
 e

ve
ryo

ne
 w

ho
 ha

s w
o
rke

d
 so

 ha
rd

 o
ve

r 
the

 
p
a
st 

y
e
a
r 
reb

uild
ing

 
a
nd

 
re
d
e
co

ra
ting

 
o
ur tw

o
 ha

lls, insta
lling

 ne
w
 lig

hting
, he

a
ting

, 
d
isa

b
le
d
 
ra
m
p
s 
a
nd

 
a
la
rm

s 
a
s 
w
e
ll 

a
s 
the

 
o
ng

o
ing

 
cle

a
ning

 
a
nd

 
m
a
inte

na
nce

 
w
o
rk 

in 
the

 
church 

a
nd

 
g
ro
und

s. 
W

e
 

w
ill 

b
e
 

re
d
e
d
ica

ting
 
the

 
ha

lls 
a
fte

r 
the

 
C
a
ro
ls 

b
y
 
C
a
nd

le
lig

ht 
se
rvice

 o
n D

e
ce

m
b
e
r1

6
th. 

 

 
The next O

U
TLO

O
K
 

w
ill b

e the E
a
ster ed

ition 
 

E
a
ster  Su

nd
a
y 20

0
8 is M

a
rch 23rd 

O
U
TLO

O
K
 a
rticles n

eed
 to b

e ha
nd
ed
 into the C

hu
rch 

O
ffice b

y Su
nd
a
y 10

th F
eb
ru
a
ry 20

0
8 
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A
 Le

tte
r fro

m
 G

o
d
 

    A
s y

ou g
ot up this m

orn
in

g
 I w

atched y
ou an

d hoped y
ou w

ould talk
 to 

m
e, even

 if it w
as just a few

 w
ords, ask

in
g

 m
y

 opin
ion

 or than
k

in
g

 m
e for 

som
ethin

g
 g

ood that happen
ed in

 y
our life y

esterday
 but I n

oticed y
ou w

ere 
too busy

 try
in

g
 to fin

d the rig
ht outfit to put on

 an
d w

ear to w
ork

. 
   I w

aited again
. W

hen
 y

ou ran
 aroun

d the house gettin
g

 ready
, I k

n
ew

 
there w

ould be a few
 m

in
utes for y

ou to stop an
d say

 hello, but y
ou w

ere too 
busy

. A
t on

e poin
t, y

ou had to w
ait fifteen

 m
in

utes w
ith n

othin
g to do 

except sit on
 a chair. T

hen
 I saw

 y
ou sprin

g
 to y

our feet. I thoug
ht y

ou 
w

an
ted to talk

 to m
e, but y

ou ran
 to the phon

e an
d called y

our frien
d to g

et 
latest g

ossip. I w
atched y

ou as y
ou w

en
t to w

ork
 an

d w
aited patien

tly
 all 

day
 lon

g
. W

ith all y
our activities, I g

uess y
ou w

ere too busy
 to say

 
an

y
thin

g
 to m

e. I n
oticed that before lun

ch y
ou look

ed aroun
d, m

ay
be y

ou 
felt too em

barrassed to talk
 to m

e, that is w
hy

 y
ou didn

’t bow
 y

our head. 
Y

ou g
lan

ced three of four tables over an
d y

ou n
oticed som

e of y
our frien

ds 
talk

in
g

 briefly
 to m

e before they
 ate, but y

ou didn
’t. T

hat’s O
K

. T
here is 

still som
e m

ore tim
e left an

d I hope that y
ou w

ill talk
 to m

e y
et. 

   Y
ou w

en
t hom

e an
d it seem

s as if y
ou had a lot of thin

g
s to do. A

fter a 
few

 of them
 w

ere don
e y

ou turn
ed on

 the T
V

. I don
’t k

n
ow

 if y
ou lik

e T
V

 or 
n

ot, just about an
y

thin
g

 goes there, but y
ou spen

d a lot of tim
e each day

 
in

 fron
t of it n

ot thin
k

in
g

 about an
y

thin
g

 – just en
joy

in
g

 the show
. I 

w
aited patien

tly
 again

 as y
ou w

atched T
V

 an
d ate y

our m
eal but again

 
y

ou didn
’t talk

 to m
e. 

   B
y

 bedtim
e I g

uess y
ou felt too tired. A

fter y
ou said g

oodn
ig

ht to y
our 

fam
ily

 y
ou plopped in

to bed an
d fell asleep in

 n
o tim

e. T
hat’s O

K
 because 

y
ou m

ay
 n

ot realise that I am
 alw

ay
s there for y

ou. I have m
ore patien

ce 
than

 y
ou w

ill ever k
n

ow
. I even

 w
an

t to teach y
ou to be patien

t w
ith others 

as w
ell. I love y

ou so m
uch that I w

ait every
 day

 for a n
od, a pray

er or 
thoug

ht or a than
k

ful part of y
our heart. It’s hard to have a on

e-sided 
con

versation
. 

   W
ell, y

ou are g
ettin

g
 up again

 an
d on

ce again
 I w

ill w
ait w

ith n
othin

g 
but love for y

ou, hopin
g

 that today
 y

ou w
ill g

ive m
e som

e tim
e. 

 H
ave a w

on
derful day

! 
Y

our best frien
d, 

G
O

D
. 
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T
h
e M

a
n
se, 

N
o
v
. 0
7 

 D
ea
r frien

d
s, 

 O
f co

u
rse, th

e ‘letter fro
m
 G
o
d
’ isn

’t a
lw
a
ys th

e w
a
y w

ith
 

ev
eryo

n
e. 

B
u
t 

in
 
g
en
era

l, 
h
o
w
 
sa
d
ly 

tru
e 

o
f 

h
u
m
a
n
k
in
d
’s 

rela
tio
n
sh
ip
 w
ith
 G
o
d
 it is. A

n
d
 h
o
w
 w
o
n
d
erfu

lly tru
e a

lso
 o
f G

o
d
’s 

rela
tio
n
sh
ip
 w
ith
 u
s. A

s I w
rite , w

e a
re fa

st a
p
p
ro
a
ch
in
g
 th

e sea
so
n
 

o
f A

d
v
en
t, w

h
ich

 b
eg
in
s th

is yea
r o

n
 th

e first Su
n
d
a
y o

f D
ecem

b
er. 

A
d
v
en
t 
is 
a
 
tim

e 
o
f, 
a
n
d
 
fo
r, 
p
rep

a
ra
tio
n
. 
Y
o
u
 
ca
n
’t 
b
eg
in
 
to
 

p
rep

a
re to

o
 ea

rly to
 p
rep

a
re th

e w
a
y fo

r th
e co

m
in
g
 o
f G

o
d
 in
to
 

o
u
r w

o
rld

 a
n
d
 liv

es. So
 w
ith
 th

e ‘L
etter fro

 G
o
d
’ in

 m
in
d
, sh

o
u
ld
 w
e 

p
erh

a
p
s sta

rt o
u
r p

rep
a
ra
tio
n
s n

o
w
, th

is v
ery d

a
y, a

n
d
 b
e su

re to
 

m
a
k
e so

m
e tim

e a
n
d
 sp

a
ce to

 d
eep

en
 o
u
r rela

tio
n
sh
ip
 w
ith
 h
im
? 

A
fter a

ll, a
s h
e sa

ys in
 th

a
t o

th
er letter h

e g
a
v
e to

 u
s, th

e lo
v
e letter 

w
e ca

ll th
e B

ib
le, “I a

m
 w
ith
 y
o
u
 a
lw
a
ys.“ 

 W
ith
 
p
ra
yers 

fo
r 
G
o
d
’s 
rich

est 
b
lessin

g
s 
fo
r 
yo
u
 
a
n
d
 
yo
u
rs 

th
is 

A
d
v
en
t a

n
d
 C
h
ristm

a
s, 

 
Y
o
u
r frien

d
 a
n
d
 m
in
ister, 

  

G
O
IN
G
 T
O
 C
H
U
R
C
H
 E
X
T
E
N
D
S
 Y
O
U
R
 L
IF
E
 

 A
cco

rd
in
g
 
to
 
n
ew

 
m
ed
ica

l 
resea

rch
 
fro

m
 
th
e 

U
n
iv
ersity 

o
f 

P
ittsb

u
rg
h
 M

ed
ica

l C
en
tre, w

eek
ly a

tten
d
a
n
ce 

a
t a

 relig
io
u
s serv

ice a
d
d
s tw

o
 to

 th
ree yea

rs to
 

yo
u
r life.  

U
n
fo
rtu

n
a
tely, a

cco
rd
in
g
 to

 th
e resea

rch
er it is 

a
lso
 a
n
 exp

en
siv
e w

a
y o

f len
g
th
en
in
g
 yo

u
r life 

b
eca

u
se 

o
f 
th
e 

h
ig
h
 
co
st 

o
f 
d
o
n
a
tio
n
s 
to
 

d
em

a
n
d
in
g
 ch

u
rch

 trea
su
rers. 
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'Tw
a
s The

 (Po
litica

lly
 C

o
rre

ct) N
ig
ht B

e
fo
re
 C

hristm
a
s 

 'T
w
a
s th

e n
ig
h
t b

efo
re C

h
ristm

a
s a

n
d
 Sa

n
ta
's a

 w
reck

...  
H
o
w
 to

 liv
e in

 a
 w
o
rld

 th
a
t's p

o
litica

lly co
rrect?  

H
is w

o
rk
ers n

o
 lo
n
g
er w

o
u
ld
 a
n
sw
er to

 "E
lv
es".  

"V
ertica

lly C
h
a
llen

g
ed
" th

ey w
ere ca

llin
g
 th

em
selv

es.  
A
n
d
 la
b
o
r co

n
d
itio

n
s a

t th
e n

o
rth

 p
o
le  

W
ere a

lleg
ed
 b
y th

e u
n
io
n
 to

 stifle th
e so

u
l.  

F
o
u
r rein

d
eer h

a
d
 v
a
n
ish
ed
, w

ith
o
u
t m

u
ch
 p
ro
p
riety,  

R
elea

sed
 to

 th
e w

ild
s b

y th
e H

u
m
a
n
e So

ciety.  
           A

n
d
 eq

u
a
l em

p
lo
ym

en
t h

a
d
 m
a
d
e it q

u
ite clea

r  
          T

h
a
t Sa

n
ta
 h
a
d
 b
etter n

o
t u

se ju
st rein

d
eer.  

          So
 D
a
n
cer a

n
d
 D
o
n
n
er, C

o
m
et a

n
d
 C
u
p
id
,  

          W
ere rep

la
ced

 w
ith
 4 p

ig
s, a

n
d
 yo

u
 k
n
o
w
 th

a
t lo

o
k
ed
 stu

p
id
!  

          T
h
e ru

n
n
ers h

a
d
 b
een

 rem
o
v
ed
 fro

m
 h
is sleig

h
;  

          T
h
e ru

ts w
ere term

ed
 d
a
n
g
ero

u
s b

y th
e E

.P
.A
. 1 

          A
n
d
 p
eo
p
le h

a
d
 sta

rted
 to

 ca
ll fo

r th
e co

p
s  

          W
h
en
 th

ey h
ea
rd
 sled

 n
o
ises o

n
 th

eir ro
o
f-to

p
s.  

 Seco
n
d
-h
a
n
d
 sm

o
k
e fro

m
 h
is p

ip
e h

a
d
 h
is w

o
rk
ers q

u
ite frig

h
ten

ed
.  

H
is fu

r trim
m
ed
 red

 su
it w

a
s ca

lled
 "U

n
en
lig
h
ten

ed
."  

A
n
d
 to

 sh
o
w
 yo

u
 th

e stra
n
g
en
ess o

f life's eb
b
s a

n
d
 flo

w
s,  

R
u
d
o
lf w

a
s su

in
g
 o
v
er u

n
a
u
th
o
rized

 u
se o

f h
is n

o
se  

A
n
d
 h
a
d
 g
o
n
e o

n
 G
era

ld
o
2 in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e n

a
tio
n
,  

D
em

a
n
d
in
g
 m

illio
n
s in

 o
v
er-d

u
e co

m
p
en
sa
tio
n
.  

So
, h
a
lf o

f th
e rein

d
eer w

ere g
o
n
e; a

n
d
 h
is w

ife,  
W
h
o
 su

d
d
en
ly sa

id
 sh
e'd

 en
o
u
g
h
 o
f th

is life,  
Jo
in
ed
 a
 self-h

elp
 g
ro
u
p
, p
a
ck
ed
, a
n
d
 left in

 a
 w
h
iz,  

D
em

a
n
d
in
g
 fro

m
 n
o
w
 o
n
 h
er title w

a
s M

s.  
           A

n
d
 a
s fo

r th
e g

ifts, w
h
y, h

e'd
 n
e'er h

a
d
 a
 n
o
tio
n
  

          T
h
a
t m

a
k
in
g
 a
 ch

o
ice co

u
ld
 ca

u
se so

 m
u
ch
 co

m
m
o
tio
n
.  

          N
o
th
in
g
 o
f lea

th
er, n

o
th
in
g
 o
f fu

r,  
          W

h
ich

 m
ea
n
t n

o
th
in
g
 fo
r h

im
. A

n
d
 n
o
th
in
g
 fo
r h

er.  
          N

o
th
in
g
 th

a
t m

ig
h
t b

e co
n
stru

ed
 to

 p
o
llu
te.  

          N
o
th
in
g
 to

 a
im
. N

o
th
in
g
 to

 sh
o
o
t.  
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N
o
th
in
g
 th

a
t cla

m
o
red

 o
r m

a
d
e lo

ts o
f n
o
ise.  

N
o
th
in
g
 fo
r ju

st g
irls. O

r ju
st fo

r th
e b

o
ys.  

N
o
th
in
g
 th

a
t cla

im
ed
 to

 b
e g

en
d
er sp

ecific.  
N
o
th
in
g
 th

a
t's w

a
rlik

e o
r n

o
n
-p
a
cific.  

N
o
 ca

n
d
y o

r sw
eets...th

ey w
ere b

a
d
 fo
r th

e to
o
th
.  

N
o
th
in
g
 th

a
t seem

ed
 to

 em
b
ellish

 a
 tru

th
.  

           A
n
d
 fa

iry ta
les, w

h
ile n

o
t yet fo

rb
id
d
en
,  

          W
ere lik

e K
en
 a
n
d
 B
a
rb
ie, b

etter o
ff h

id
d
en
.  

          F
o
r th

ey ra
ised

 th
e h

a
ck
les o

f th
o
se p

sych
o
lo
g
ica

l  
          W

h
o
 cla

im
ed
 th

e o
n
ly g

o
o
d
 g
ift w

a
s o
n
e eco

lo
g
ica

l.  
          N

o
 b
a
seb

a
ll, n

o
 fo
o
tb
a
ll...so

m
eo
n
e co

u
ld
 g
et h

u
rt;  

          B
esid

es, p
la
yin

g
 sp

o
rts exp

o
sed

 k
id
s to

 d
irt.  

          D
o
lls w

ere sa
id
 to

 b
e sexist, a

n
d
 sh
o
u
ld
 b
e p

a
sse;  

          A
n
d
 N
in
ten

d
o
 w
o
u
ld
 ro
t yo

u
r en

tire b
ra
in
 a
w
a
y.  

                    So
 Sa

n
ta
 ju
st sto

o
d
 th

ere, d
ish
ev
eled

, p
erp

lexed
;  

                   H
e ju

st co
u
ld
 n
o
t fig

u
re o

u
t w

h
a
t to

 d
o
 n
ext.  

                   H
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 to
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e m
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 to

 b
e g

a
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                   yo
u
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o
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 b
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l w
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a
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a
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p
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 to
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u
n
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o
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g
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b
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a
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 b
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u
n
d
.  

                   So
m
eth

in
g
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l w

a
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 g
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a
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e m
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h
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                   G
iv
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ll w
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o
u
t a

n
g
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g
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h
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 g
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a
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o
u
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o
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          E
a
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u
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 o
f p

eo
p
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ery relig
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          E
v
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n
icity, ev
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u
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          E
v
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n
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h
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.  

          So
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a
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n
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o
rth

...  
 

"M
a
y you

 a
nd
 you

r loved
 ones en

joy p
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 in the
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ra
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p
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b
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ct. 

A
ll 

fo
llo

w
-u
p
s, 

re
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u
p
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g
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o
u
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e B
irth

 
o
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s, reh
ea
rsin

g
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e N

a
tiv
ity a

n
d
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rn
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g
 so

n
g
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e 

F
a
m
ily Serv

ice w
h
ich
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 th

e 23
rd D
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b
er a

t 11 a
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a
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a
ys su
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n
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p
liftin
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e d

o
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o
p
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u
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P
O
R
T
A
N
T
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U
F
F
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h
e C

h
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a
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 C
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n
d
 Sp

a
rk
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n
 Su

n
d
a
y 16

th d
u
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g
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e m
o
rn
in
g
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ice. 

A
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n
d
 T
ra
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re o
n
 22

n
d fro

m
 5 –

 7p
m
 in
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M
o
rris H

a
ll. 

Sa
n
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a
s b
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v
ited

 to
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m
e a

lo
n
g
 to
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o
th
 p
a
rties! 

 L
a
zer G

ro
u
p
 - in
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d
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f a

 p
a
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ey a
re g

o
in
g
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e B

o
w
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e 16
th D

ecem
b
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v
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g
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fter th
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o
u
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ere w
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n
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g
e Su

n
d
a
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n
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e p
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d
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b
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n
 b
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n
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e g
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ra
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n
g
 o
n
 th
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u
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e ch
ild
ren

 co
m
e.” 

S
o

m
e y

ears ag
o

, I sa
w
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R
ea
l Irish

 C
h
ristm

a
s P

u
d
 

Serv
in
g
s: 8 –

 10
 p
er p

u
d
d
in
g
. R
ecip

e 
m
a
k
es 2 x 2 p

in
t p

u
d
d
in
g
s 

L
ev
el o

f d
ifficu

lty: E
a
sy 

C
o
o
k
in
g
 T
im
e: 4 - 5 h

o
u
rs, p

lu
s 1 h

o
u
r o

n
 C
h
ristm

a
s D

a
y 

B
est m

a
d
e sev

era
l m

o
n
th
s  in

 a
d
v
a
n
ce to

 a
llo
w
 th

e fla
v
o
u
rs to

 
d
ev
elo

p
. 

In
g
re
d
ie
n
ts fo

r th
e
 p
u
d
d
in
g
s 

1.    T
h
e n

ig
h
t b

efo
re yo

u
 w
a
n
t to

 m
a
k
e th

e p
u
d
d
in
g
s p

u
t a

ll th
e 

fru
it, in

clu
d
in
g
 th

e o
ra
n
g
e zest a

n
d
 m

ixed
 p
eel,  in

to
 a
 la
rg
e 

m
ixin

g
 b
o
w
l. P

o
u
r o

v
er th

e a
le a

n
d
 m

ix. C
o
v
er w

ith
 clin

g
 

film
 a
n
d
 lea

v
e to

 so
a
k
 o
v
ern

ig
h
t. 

2.   N
ext d

a
y, ¼

 fill tw
o
 la
rg
e p

o
ts w

ith
 w
a
ter a

n
d
 p
u
t o

n
 to

 b
o
il. 

P
la
ce a

 sa
u
cer in

to
 ea

ch
 p
o
t. 

3.   G
rea

se th
e in

sid
e o

f th
e tw

o
 p
u
d
d
in
g
 b
a
sin
s w

ith
 b
u
tter. 

4
.   M

ea
n
w
h
ile, 

m
ix 

a
ll 

th
e 

rem
a
in
in
g
 
in
g
red

ien
ts 

w
ith
 
th
e 

so
a
k
ed
 fru

it. Sp
lit th

e m
ixtu

re b
etw

een
 th

e tw
o
 p
u
d
d
in
g
 

b
a
sin
s. C

o
v
er a

n
d
 sim

m
er fo

r 4 to
 5 h

o
u
rs.  

5.   R
em

o
v
e th

e lid
s fro

m
 th

e b
a
sin
s a

n
d
 a
llo
w
 th

e p
u
d
d
in
g
s to

 
co
o
l d

o
w
n
. W

h
en
 co

ld
, rep

la
ce th

e lid
s a

n
d
 sto

re in
 a
 co

o
l 

d
a
rk
 p
la
ce u

n
til C

h
ristm

a
s. 

6
.   O

n
 C
h
ristm

a
s D

a
y, sim

p
ly h

ea
t th

e p
u
d
d
in
g
 u
p
 b
y 

sim
m
erin

g
 it fo

r a
n
 h
o
u
r o

r so
 b
efo

re tu
rn
in
g
 it o

u
t 

o
n
 to

 a
 w
a
rm

 p
la
te, d

ren
ch
in
g
 it w

ith
 b
ra
n
d
y a

n
d
 

settin
g
 it a

lig
h
t p

rio
r to

 serv
in
g
 it w

ith
 fresh

 crea
m
, 

b
ra
n
d
y fla

v
o
u
red

 crea
m
 o
r cu

sta
rd
. 

Y
um

!
Y

um
!

Y
um

!
Y

um
!    

∗
8o
z self ra

isin
g
 flo

u
r                    

∗
8o
z w

h
ite b

rea
d
cru

m
b
s 

∗
p
in
ch
 sa

lt 
∗

3 tsp
 m

ixed
 sp

ice 
∗

1½
 tsp

 n
u
tm

eg
 

∗
9
o
z so

ft b
ro
w
n
 su

g
a
r 

∗
9
o
z su

et 
∗

1 m
ed
iu
m
 d
esert a

p
p
le (eg

 C
O
X
),  

p
eeled

 &
 g
ra
ted

 

∗
zest o

f 1 o
ra
n
g
e 

∗
2 lb

s m
ixed

 fru
it, eg

 
∗

12o
z su

lta
n
a
s 

∗
10
o
z cu

rra
n
ts 

∗
10
o
z ra

isin
s 

∗
3o
z m

ixed
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eel 

∗
½
p
in
t G

u
in
ess 

∗
1 eg

g
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