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From the Minister 

 Looking to Calvary  

Our last newsletter was published at the start of Advent as we looked            
towards Christmas, and our celebrations of the birth of Godôs Son Jesus 
Christ. Itôs now just a few weeks later and already we are in the season of 
Lent and moving rapidly towards the other great festival of the Christian 

Church ï Easter, when we think of our death in Christ on the Cross. 

I find both these times of year special, but Easter more so ï for as I journey 
through Lent and especially Holy Week I sense year after year the wonderful 
thing which God has done for me in and through his Son. Itôs also a time for 
reflection ï reflection on my own walk with God, and what God has done 
through me over the past year ï and looking forward to where God is     

leading me and what he wants to do through me in the year ahead. 

Thatôs something all of us could do individually during this season of Lent, 
and also corporately, when at the end of March weôll meet together as a 
congregation to prayerfully focus on where we are and to seek Godôs      

guiding for the year ahead. 

When we look at the life of Jesus ï particularly in the final days of his      
ministry ï we see that prayer was the vital part of his life, when he sought 
his Fatherôs will and guidance. So for me ï and for you ï prayer should be 
the priority in our life and different ministries. As members of Christôs church 
it matters not whether we are cleaning or evangelising, gardening or     
teaching, so long as we do it prayerfully and cheerfully serving our Lord and 
Saviour. All of us have a role to play and God gifts us for service. It is 
through prayer that we seek the guiding leadership of Godôs Spirit; it is 
through prayer that we learn who we should be and how we should be    

ministering to those around us. 

Amid all of the discussions and outcomes from our day conference, I believe 
that prayer ï individual and corporate ï should be our major focus over the 
coming year, as we meet with the God who loves us so much óthat he sent 
his only Sonô, and as we seek his guiding Sprit to be at work in our lives and 

in his church. 

 

 
 



Page 3  

 

Parish Register  

Funerals 

9th November    John Lessels (67) 
23rd January    Denise Henry (50) 
28th January   Mary (Mamie) McCawley (95) member 
16th February   Jemima (Mima) Rose (89) member 
27th February   Graham Munro (59) 
3rd March   Robert (Bob) Harris (81) member 

23rd March  Evelyn Paterson (100) member 

New Member 

By transfer from St. Andrewôs West, Falkirk ð Mr Robert Burden 

 

Holy Week and Easter Services 

 

Palm Sunday, 5th April 

Communion at St. Leonardôs ï 9.30am & 11.00am. 

Morning Worship at Pitcorthie ï 11.00am. 

Monday, 6th April 

A special Guild evening reflecting Holy Week ï 7.15pm. 

Maundy Thursday, 9th April 

Communion at St. Leonardôs ï 6.30pm 

Good Friday, 10th April 

Lunchtime service at St. Leonardôs ï 12noon 

Low Saturday, 11th April 

Evening Easter Vigil at St. Leonardôs ï time to be confirmed. 

Easter Day, 12th April 

Open air Easter service (and decorated egg rolling) at the bandstand 

in the Public Park ï 8.30am 

Easter breakfast at St. Leonardôs ï 9.30am 

Easter service at St. Leonardôs ï 11.00am 
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Annual Report 2008 

Since the inception of the Working Group in 2007, the Kirk Session meet 
every two month to discuss the reports from the groups and attend to other 

relevant business. 

The Groups meet alternate months to the Kirk Session; they prepare the 
reports for the following months Kirk Session Meeting.  The groups at the 
moment consist mainly of Elders, we hope to encourage more members of 
the congregation to join one of the groups, if anyone present is interested 

please let either myself of Sheila Leel know. 

Fellowship Group continues to provide a wide range of social opportunities.  
This group was borne out of the Centenary Group set up to provide activities 
for the   Centenary year. It is by far the most popular group with a majority of 

Elders attending.  

Worship Group have grown in numbers this year and have been active in 
developing the Candlelight Service and trying new approaches in Sunday 
Worship.  They     recently had an open day in the Church on a Saturday, 
with several different stations set up displaying alternative forms of prayer.  
This was a very successful day and several people from our own and other 

churches are looking forward to a repeat of this. 

Discipleship Group now have three or four people in the role of Visitors, this 
action was set up to support mainly the housebound and long term sick 
members of our Church.  This is working well, but it is felt by the group that 
there are many more members who would benefit from additional visits.  If 
you know of anyone who would like additional visits, please let Sheila Leel 
know.  At the last meeting, they discussed the need to identify visitors in the 

Church, encouraging them to join the Church. 

Mission/Outreach Group has a huge task ahead of them. We currently com-
municate with the Parish once a year just prior to Christmas, any communi-
cation we have had with non members has been by mail drop.  The group is 
anxious to have meaningful face to face communication with people in our 
Parish, however, as this is currently a very small group, it is difficult to tackle 
large scale Visitations.  We require more   volunteers to help us to meet our 
objectives. The Presbytery has engaged an experienced person to support 
Churches in their Outreach work, Alan Vint.  Alan has recently carried out a 
survey questionnaire mainly Elders completed. We are meeting on the 28 th 
of this month to discuss the outcome of the survey.  We are hopeful that this 
meeting will give us ideas on how to tackle Mission and Outreach in our Par-

ish. 

Service Group Barbara Leppard kindly stepped in to lead this group and co-
ordinate volunteers for the various functions such as Teas & Coffee after the 
services, soup lunches etc.  We are certainly requiring more volunteers to 
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join this group, it has  become quite difficult to get sufficient volunteers for 
providing Tea & Coffee after the services.  If you could take a turn at this or 

any other catering requirement, please contact Barbara or myself. 

I have been missing from Church for a good few months due to ill health, I 
am pleased to say that I am now fully recovered.   I want to say a huge 
thank you to Sheila Leel who was appointed as Depute Session Clerk to 
cover my absence.  Thank you Sheila.  I am delighted to report that on my 
return, I asked the Kirk Session to confirm this appointment as Permanent ï 
Sheila has thankfully agreed.  This certainly lightens the load for me, it is 

also great to have someone to bounce ideas off of. 

I had a long time to reflect on Church related matters during my absence, it 
is very easy to think back to the days when most of the pews were fully oc-
cupied at Church Services and functions, however we have to face the fact 
that our numbers have greatly diminished. Some will blame the Minister, 
some will blame the Eldership, I believe the decline started before Andrew 
joined us during our year long vacancy. It is easy to give up if we are not 
happy and stop attending.  I have come to the conclusion that as a congre-
gation, we can no longer look back, but indeed we must look forward, this 
requires each and every one of us to step out of our comfort zone and be 
willing to try new initiatives. I believe that every member needs to be of a 
mind to help us move forward and praise the Lord by working towards mak-

ing St. Leonardôs the vibrant healthy Church it once was.   

There is nothing like a serious illness to enable you to see situations in a 
different light. I feel so humbled that through out my period of illness and 
bereavement, the Lord was at my side in every situation I had to face.  His 
goodness is endless, I believe he is willing to help and indeed show each 
and every one of us how to restore his Church. The challenge is there for us 
all. As individuals, we are all blessed with different talents, indeed I currently 
see a number of Elders and a few of the congregation putting their heart and 
soul into the work of the Lord, I pray that as individual members, you may be 
open to God calling you to help re-build his Church and guide us to the 

wider work so desperately needed throughout our Parish. 

Alison Cook 

Kids in Church 

J 3 year old, Reese: ñFather, Who does art heaven, Harold is his name. Amen.ò 

J A little boy was overheard praying: ñLord, if you canôt make me a better boy, donôt 
worry about it. Iôm having a real good time like I am.ò 

J One particular four-year-old prayed: ñAnd forgive us our trash baskets as we for-
give those who put trash in our baskets.ò 

JJJJJ 
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Try Praying 
 
 
 

 

Did you know? 

20 million adults in the UK pray. 

13 million pray at least once a month and 9 million every day. 

1 in 3 people believe God will answer their prayers. 

In the UK many people earn a living but never live, have sex but 
never love, have everything to enjoy but are never happy. They 
spend time doing things to fill what they might, in a moment of hon-

esty, call emptiness. 

Through the ñTry Prayingò initiative people living and working in 

our parish could find whatôs been missing. 

ñTry Prayingò is an ecumenical initiative associated with the high 
profile ñThere is Hopeò campaign. So far 7 churches in our Presbytery 
area have expressed interest or are already in the process of getting 
involved in this initiative. 20+ churches in Edinburgh are also in-
volved. The initiative begins with people in local churches using a 
seven day ñTry Prayingò guide, noting what happened when they 
prayed, and then passing the ñTry Prayingò guide on to friends or col-
leagues with the simple invitation for them to ñTry Prayingò, and so 

oné 

Here at St. Leonardôs we plan to run this initiative between Easter 
and  Pentecost. If you would like to have a 7-day prayer guide to use 
and pass on please add your name to the list in the church or contact 
the office, your elder or Libby Nisbet (737418) ï booklets cost £1 ï 

donations towards this would be welcomed. 

More information, including copies of the 7 day prayer guide, can 

be found on the ñTry Prayingò website (www.trypraying.org). 

  

  

Andrew  
 

http://www.trypraying.org
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There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and announced  to his 
congregation: ñI have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have 
enough money to pay for our new building program. The bad news is, itôs still 
out there in your pockets.ò 
 
 

YES-U-ARE 
 
 

 
 

Yes-U-Are is an ecumenical, Christian group who propose to obtain 
premises in Dunfermline to open a café.  The high quality café open-
ing hours would include late nights at weekends and other times to 

offer an alternative to pubs and clubs.  

The property would be large enough to provide a room for prayer or 
quiet reflection for those wishing to escape the daily pressures of 
modern life and would have room to promote community activities.  All 
activities, including running the business would be based on Christian 
principals although all faiths would be welcome to attend activities and 

use the centre.       

Community activities would be targeted at groups not catered for gen-
erally and activities for the young and elderly as well as cultural and 
artistic  projects would be promoted.  The café would become a centre 
for promoting art  exhibitions, youth clubs, music classes and commu-

nity events.   

All profits would be reinvested in the community activities and grants 
sought to promote activities some of which would be specifically tar-

geted at less advantaged groups. 

The business would employ and train those who may have found it 
difficult to get a first job and give them a better chance of lifetime em-

ployment. 

We have a Constitution and Business Plan and a brief for a feasibility 
study to investigate options and we are currently pursuing Charity 
status for the group.  The idea is considered beneficial by everyone 

who hears of the  proposals.   

Our priority is to seek funds for the feasibility study and we will target 
Christian groups and other organisations including government to ob-

tain funds for this.   
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Fellowship Group 

It seems to me that it is a natural thing for humans to want to spend time 
together and this is what we aim to offer the congregation in our group. We 
have of course other opportunities to come together as a congregation and 
we do this at our Sunday worship and within prayer and bible study groups. 
There are organisations such as the Guild, Friendship and Youth groups, 
which also provide opportunities to meet together. The Fellowship Group 

tries to provide an alternative to these by offering purely social activities.  

I should make it clear that we are not an alternative to Worship, House 
groups, etc., as these are the central and most important parts of church 
life. What we can offer is activities, which bring people together who do not 
normally meet. This could be younger people spending time with older peo-
ple or indeed members who sit in different areas during our services and 
who never get the chance to chat together. One of the things that I enjoy 
most when participating in our events is to listen to all the chat and good-
natured banter that seems to happen as if by magic. Why is it that as 
Christians we often get labelled as dour or boring? Any person with that 
opinion should come along and spend time with us and see that we are far 

from being these things. 

Most of you will have seen the intimations for our various activities and 
heard requests for names to be put on the sheets at the back of the 
church. We often get good responses to these requests and are grateful 
that most activities are well supported. Having said that we are aware that 
a lot of people have not participated and we do ask that you give some 
thought to join in with one of our planned activities. Please feel free to give 
new ideas to any member of our Group and we will discuss them at our 

next meeting. 

Group Members 

George McDonald Dorothy Wright 
David Black Helen Stewart 
Shona Brown Archie Annandale 
Libby Nisbet Andrew Christie 
Douglas Arnott John Dewar 

Maureen Black Gordon Hamilton    

 
 
Submitted by Gordon Hamilton 

Give me a sense of humour, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a Joke, 
To get some humour out of life, 

And  pass it on to other folk! 
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Before we let you know what we have been up to of late, 
we want to say a HUGE thank you to you all for the support 
you gave us at our Coffee Morning last November.  We 
raised a HUGE £644.00, which as you know has been do-
nated, to our projects, Christian Aid, (Action for the Ada-
vasi) and the Lydia Project. 
 

This is the last year of our current 3-year project partner-
ships, and since the launch in April 2006, the total amount raised to date by 
Guilds currently stands at £611,646.19, and the money is still coming in. 
This money will make a HUGE difference to the lives of so many people, so 

thank you again for your support.   

We have continued our regular fortnightly meetings with a varied programme 
and a number of speakers, a team from Winskiôs a local jeweller gave us a 
talk on gemstones and Margaret Shiach came along and told us about her 
involvement in the Rosyth Garden City project. We got into the Christmas 
Spirit with a Christmas fun night with the YF and our Christmas meal at the 

Pitbauchlie. 

So far in 2009, we have had a speaker from the RNLI, and Mark Evens the 
hospital chaplain whose work now goes under the title of Spiritual and Pas-
toral Care. We came together with Townhill Guild when our Presbytery Con-
venor, Ethel Marsh took us on a Search for Spirituality.  Still to come we 
have Drew Hennessey and the film about Greyfriars Bobby and a speaker 

from the Alzheimerôs Association. 

Last year we were re-introduced to the Guildlink partnership and have been 
linked with Zetland Church in Grangemouth and some of us recently joined 
them at an  evening at their Guild. We hope to welcome some of them back 
here for our evening on April 6 when we go on ñA journey through Easterò.  
This event is being held in the church and you are warmly invited to join us 

as we focus on Easter week.    

 Our theme for this year ñHe Restores my Soulò and our discussion topic, 
ñLetôs talk about the search for spiritualityò have featured in many of our 
meetings in a variety of ways. Over the year, we have done what Guild 
members do best, studied, encouraged, worked together and been inspired 
and along the way we had fun, laughter and fellowship as we worshipped 

our Lord,  ñWhose we are and whom we serve. 

Just a reminder, the Guild is for everyone, so why not come along and join 
us, we meet fortnightly on a Monday at 7.15pm, and details of our meetings 

are intimated in the weekly Order of Service. 

Lyn McKean  



Page 10  

 

 
 

 
 
   
 
             

 
      Christ - A double distraction to shoppers on Princes St this Easter 

            

ñChrist in the heart of the city at Easterò has always been the motto of the Princes 

St Easter Play. The organizers are preparing again to put on a free production of the 

last days of Jesus life to be played out in West Princes St gardens.  This year the 

play will be performed in the morning as well as the afternoon on Easter Saturday 

April 11th. Capacity audience figures of 4500 in 2007 and the desire to give people 

a greater opportunity to be part of experiencing what it might have been like, to live 

with Jesus in those last days, has prompted the decision to put on 2 performances. 

The morning performance is at 10.30am and the afternoon performance at 2.30pm. 

There have always been changes to the play and this year is no exception. The scene 

locations are all on the move with the play running the opposite way from previous 

years through the Gardens. The crucifixion is being taken back to its dramatic site 

just under the castle rock as in 2005 but this year the audience will approach the 

scene over the wider bridge. We are also returning to the Celtic music of earlier  

productions.  

Weôve heard about and may have seen the busses saying ñthere is probably no God 

ñï In Edinburgh our tourist buses have been known to stop to allow the passengers 

to watch part of the play. This year because of the Tram Works Princes Street and 

the pavement on the Gardenôs side are both closed. So this year passers by will not 

be able to watch the play from either passing buses or from the pavement on the 

Gardens side. Maybe you saw the play in a previous year why not come again.   

Perhaps you have never seen the Play so come and join us and witness the Easter 

Story in the spectacular setting of Princes Street Gardens. Encourage members in 

your church to come tell your friends especially those who are not regular church 

goers to experience the event. An audience draws an audience. 

 

Rachel Wood (Producer )   

   

For more information www.easterplay.org 
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Holiday Club (6th ï 10th July 2009) 
 
With the Holiday club only a few months it is important that we as a 

church prepare ourselves for what is to come. Each one of us can be part of the 
team and work hard in serving our Lord through presenting the Word of God to the 
children of Dunfermline. 
 
But how can I help?  

 

By being a team member ï working with the children and young people for 

the week/part of the week of the holiday club. (If you are unsure, ask past 
team members for their experiences) 

Through donations ï such as food, cash or materials for the activities 

(please look out for further notices). 

Pray for the Holiday Club ï for preparation, safety, that the children will 

come, that parents will show interest and that all our work will be a blessing 
to God. 

 
This yearôs material will be Showstoppers! 
 
Soéé.. 
 
Get ready to lift the curtain on the greatest show on earth! Everyone from the experi-
enced actor to the stage-shy musician will enjoy Showstoppers! Use performing arts 
to explore the stories of creation, David and Goliath, Daniel in the lion's den, Jesus' 
birth, and his crucifixion and resurrection. 
 
 
Letôs get ready to rumble!!! 
 
 

Scripture Union in Dunfermline Schools 
 
I am thankful to say that the Scripture Union Clubs that we have established within 
Canmore, Pitreavie and St. Leonardôs Primary Schools are still running. Each week 
we try to deal with relevant issues facing the young people and a typical afternoon 
we have some games, competitions, Bible readings and small or large group discus-
sion. I am delighted to say that the numbers have increased in all of the schools. 
 
Numbers: 

Canmore P.S. ï Average of 20 
St. Leonards P.S. ï 17 
Pitreavie P.S. ï 12 

 
Please pray for the work being done in these clubs and that our numbers can grow 
and continue to beneficial to the schools. 

Chris Beattie 
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Volunteer Opportunities for Speakers/ Teachers 

 
 
Volunteer speakers and teachers raise awareness of issues that affect 
the worldôs poorest communities.  Committed to the values and vision 

of Christian Aid, they share stories about the work of Christian Aidôs partner organi-
sations and inspire people to make a difference.     
 
As a volunteer speaker or teacher with Christian Aid you will have the opportunity to 
use and develop your presentation skills, form relationships with churches,  
community groups or schools in your area and be actively involved in promoting 
 justice in the world.  

 
Christian Aid are looking to recruit volunteer speakers and teachers across the  
country who would be trained to deliver short presentations or workshops in Church 
or school settings. If you are a skilled public speaker or teacher who could spare a 
few hours a month, then please get in touch with Val Brown to request an applica-
tion form: vbrown@christian-aid.org (0141 241 6134)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST COLUMBAôS HOSPICE 

 
 

Andrew Christie wishes to thank everyone for their generous donation of used post-
age stamps for St Columbaôs Hospice.  
 
It is such a little thing to do but can make such a difference.  All Andrew asks is that 
you save any stamps from the envelopes of mail you receive pass them to him and 
he in turn will pass them to St Columbaôs Hospice.  It really is as simple as that.  
 
Thank you again to those who already take part in this. 
 
 
 
Can you help? 
 
We need someone to deliver flowers on the  

5th and 12th July 
if you can help with this please contact Church  
Office. 
  

mailto:vbrown@christian-aid.org
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Curry Night 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

A good night was had by the 
nineteen men out for a curry 
at the Viceroy Indian Restau-

rant on the 20th February. 

The evening was enjoyed by 
everybody and the night passed 

all to quickly. 

It appears that some of us do 
not get out very   often on our 
own and the feeling seems to 
be that it should not be long 
before we ask for another eve-

ning pass. 

Gordon Hamilton 

Definitions 

 

Choir:  A group of people whose singing allows the rest of the 

congregation to lip-sync. 

 

Hymn:  A song of praise usually sung in a key two octaves higher than 

that of the congregationôs  range. 
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Hereôs a story received from our American friends who were with us at 
St. Leonardôs last August 
 

 
 
An American decided to write a book about famous churches around the 
world. He bought a plane ticket and took a trip to Orlando , thinking that he 

would start by working his way across the USA from South to North. 

On his first day he was inside a church taking photographs when he noticed 
a golden telephone mounted on the wall with a sign that read '$10,000 per 

call'. 

The American, being intrigued, asked a priest who was strolling by what the 
telephone was used for. The priest replied that it was a direct line to heaven 

and that for $10,000 you could talk to God. 

The American thanked the priest and went along his way. 

Next stop was in Atlanta. There, at a very large cathedral, he saw the same 
looking golden telephone with the same sign under it. He wondered if this 
was the same kind of telephone he saw in Orlando and he asked a nearby 
nun what its purpose was. She told him that it was a direct line to heaven 

and that for $10,000 he could talk to God. 

'O.K., thank you,' said the American. 

He then travelled all across America , Africa, England , Japan , New Zea-
land . In every church he saw the same looking golden telephone with the 

same '$US10,000 per call' sign under it. 

The American decided to travel to Scotland to see if Scots had the same 

phone. 

He arrived in Scotland and again, in the first church he entered, there was 
the same looking golden telephone, but this time the sign under it read '40 

pence per call'. 

The American was surprised so he asked the priest about the sign .  

'Father, I've travelled all over the world and I've seen this same golden tele-
phone in many churches. I'm told that it is a direct line to Heaven, but in all 

of them price was $10,000 per call. Why is it so cheap here?'  

The priest smiled and answered, 'You're in Scotland now, son - it's a local 

call'. 


