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September 2009 
 

World Mission Conference ς Edinburgh 1910 
 

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀǘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ 
were reflecting on the forthcoming centenary of the 
World Mission Conference held in Edinburgh in June 
1910, when Christians from the UK, the USA and  

European nations (significantly including Germany) met to plan a  
strategy for taking the gospel to every nation within one generation. 
 
The conference was the culmination of the 19th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ 
movement and is seen as the beginning of the modern ecumenical 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  WƻƘƴ wΦ aƻǘǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘΥ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
notable gathering in the interest of the worldwide expansion of  
Christianity ever held, not only in missionary annals, but in all Christian 
ŀƴƴŀƭǎΦέ 
 
It is clear from the pages of scripture and from church history that 
whenever there is a significant stand made for the gospel there is  
always a Satanic counter-attack ς and the Edinburgh Conference for 
1910 was no different. In just a few years the nations represented at 
the conference would be at war, and Christians from the churches  
represented would be facing each other across the trenches, not once 
but twice. 
 
The 1951 Foreign Missions report to the General Assembly began with 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άΨ9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ мфмлΩ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ мфрлΦέ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
from the one which had excited the missionary imagination in 1910. 
Two world wars had occurred. Communist revolution had brought 
Western missionary work in China to an end. India was independent 
making the future of missionary work very uncertain. In Africa the  
stirrings of nationalism suggested that the missionary enterprise there 
might be in jeopardy before long. 
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 At the 1910 conference the Archbishop of Canterbury, Randall  
5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΥ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎέΦ 
5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ ά{ŜŎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
in our plans, our policy, our prayers; and then ς why then, the issue is 
His, not ours. But it may well be that, if that come true, there be some 
standing here tonight who shall not taste of death till they see the  
YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊΦέ 
 
How is it then, that almost a century on, the world has not been 
reached with the gospel within the many generations, let alone the 
one? How is it that within a century Scotland has been all but lost to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ? 
 
The reasons are many, but one main reason is surely that the church, 
local and national, has not put mission at the central place ς we have 
lost much of our gospel fervour. The challenge for the church, both  
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ DƻŘΣ άǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚέ 
 
LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ άƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΚέ 
 
It will involve a greater coming together in prayer, study of and living by 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ 
It will involve more Spirit filled living in order to resist Satanic attack. 
.ǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ άŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻǳǎέ  
Christians, to be gospel orientated, that is a price well worth paying. 
 
¸ƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
 

 
 
 

Andrew J. Philip 
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Parish Register 
 
  

 

Funerals: 

19th June 2009 ï Agnes Boyd (aged 83) 
 
2nd September 2009 ï Ivy Dundas (aged 83) 
 
19th September 2009 ï Fiona Baxter (aged 63) 
   ï member of the congregation 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Praise and Prayer Evenings 
 
Draw away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life and draw 
nearer to God for an hour and a half every second Sunday  
evening. 
 
I hope you enjoyed the simplicity of óTry Prayingô.  I certainly did 
and would intend to follow their lead by keeping it simple.  If 
anyone can play the piano or keyboard we could also sing a 
few of our favourite songs from mission praise (or we could try 
without music).  Even if you cannot come, please fill out one of 
the prayer slips found on the tables at both doors of the church 
if you know of anyone or any situation that requires prayer.  I 
will collect the slips every Sunday after the service.   
 
Alison Cook  
Tel: 01383 880818 
Mob:  07918 795311 
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Old and not so old Favourites 

 
The year is 2004, St Leonardôs is full of people happily joining  
together and singing hymns of praise with great gusto. The joyful 
noise oops!  I mean sound is ringing out around the church.  What 
was it? It was our ñSongs of Praiseò evening, celebrating our  
centenary and what an occasion that was.  Ah, yes I remember it 
well, I hear you say. Those were the days!   Well we are going to 
have another one of those days or should I say evenings. 
 
With summer is fast becoming a distant memory and the nights  
beginning to draw in, out thoughts stray to the central heating and 
lighting our fires to take the chill out of the evening air. We are  
beginning to ñsnuggleò in to experience that real warm inner glow.  
 
But didnôt we experience that warm glow on our Songs of Praise  
evening?    Remember the beautiful melodies, the inspirational words 
and that wonderful warm feeling!!!  
 
So, why not do that again?  Well we are, here in the church on  
Sunday 1 November at 6.30 pm.  The Worship Team invites you to 
come along and join together for another evening of our favourite 
songs of praise. 
 
In place of stories about the hymn writers, we are inviting you to 
share with us the reason why your chosen hymn or song of praise is 
so special to you.  It could be a family event, a birthday, a wedding, a 
holiday, whatever the reason, it would be wonderful if you would 
share it with us. 
 
Nomination forms are enclosed with the magazine, just complete this 
form and return it to the church, or place it in the boxes at both  
entrances to the church by 20 October.  We will collate the responses 
and compile a list of the most popular songs nominated and these will 
be sung on the night. 
 
If you have too many favourite hymns and canôt choose just one, 
donôt worry, just come along on the night and join in our favourite 
songs and enjoy a blether over a cuppa. 
 

Look forward to seeing you then.                              Worship Team  
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THE CHURCH TREE   

 

The grounds man made the property  
convener aware there were several dead 
branches on the Sycamore Tree and as 
they were overhanging the pavement we 
were concerned for the safety of people 
passing. Five years ago we paid to have some 
dead branches taken off this time we had to  
consider the long term expense of continuing to 
pay for branches to be taken of or have the Tree 
removed. 
 

This matter was taken up at the Congregational 
Board Meeting a decision was made to enquire 
with the council if permission was required to take 
the Tree down, the Council looked at the 
Tree and agreed the Tree should come 
down. 
 

We then contacted several Tree Surgeons 
for estimates and advice. Some of the Tree 
Surgeons were very concerned at the state 
of the Tree, consequently after a short Board 
Meeting it was agreed to have the Tree  
removed. 
 

On Monday morning 
17th August the Tree 
was felled.  A few of us 
were there to witness 
the event. 
 
 

Action 
Did is a word of achievement 
Wont is a word of retreat 
Might is a word of bereavement 
Canôt is a word of defeat 
Ought is a word of duty 
Try is a word for each hour 
Will is a word of beauty 
Can is a word of power 
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This is going to be a challenging year for us all in the Brownies 
as it is the lead up to our centenary in 2010 and we intend to 
stretch ourselves by taking part in the Greatest Adventure ever! 
We have already started, joining many other Brownies,  
Rainbows and Guides at a launch party in Queen Anne High 
School on 5th September. It was brilliant we played games,  
designed a uniform for the future and even had a disco.  Two of 
our Brownies, Emma and Shannon were celebrating their  
birthday and were invited to blow out the candles from the  
centenary cake. To finish off we released 100 balloons! 
 
Back in our own Brownie pack we have 8 new tweenies  

working to make their promise and our year is going to be about 
getting us all outside exploring places and trying new activities 
and perhaps discovering about ourselves. Our young leaders, 
Alana, Alex, Esther and Rachel are always thinking of new 
ways to help us enjoy our adventures. It is exciting waiting to 
see what they will think of next! 

        

 Brown Owl 

Wish you were here! 
 

A Sunday School teacher challenged her 
children to take some time on Sunday 
afternoon to write a letter to God.  They 
were to bring it back the following      
Sunday. 
 
One little boy wrote, ñDear God, we had 
a good time at church today.  Wish you 
could have been there.ò 
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1st Dunfermline  

 
 

The 1
st 

Dunfermline Rainbows meet every Friday night from 
5:30pm in St Leonardôs Church. The Rainbows, all aged 
between 5 and 7 years old participate in a very varied and fun 
packed programme of activities all aimed at promoting the girls 
emotional, intellectual, moral, physical, social and spiritual 
development.  

The rainbows, as well as participating in a number of games 
and activities which include indoor and outdoor games, baking, 
arts and crafts, music and parties also work towards four 
badges; Look, Learn, Laugh and Love.  

The Look badge encourages the Rainbows to explore 
their environment and the community which includes 
going out an about to look at different places, animals, 
landmarks in the local community and also discussing and 
learning about other communities and countries.  

The Learn badge encourages the Rainbows to learn by 
doing activities such as visiting people and places, having 
visitors at our meetings, being creative through a range of 
activities and playing lots of different games.  

The laugh badge encourages the rainbows to participate 
in games, songs, and parties, making a mess and 
enjoying themselves.  

The Love badge is about encouraging the Rainbows to 
think about caring and sharing with family and friends and 
being kind to others.  

The Rainbows, like all other organisations, make a promise. 
This promise is: 

ñI promise that I will do my best to love my God and to be 
kind and helpfulò  
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Each Rainbow is encouraged to do her best whatever the 
activity and each girl is encouraged to develop her own 
individual potential. 

Each Rainbow will also have a different perception and 
understanding of God. Some Rainbows come from families  
where faith and worship are important; others have very little, if 
any, experience. Rainbows are all encouraged to acknowledge 
the spiritual dimensions of life in the widest possible sense. The 
outdoors is one of the most effective ways of introducing this to 
the rainbows by looking at animals, trees and insects. We also 
do activities in all weathers and look and discuss things such as 
snow, a rainbow, sunshine, wind and rain to increase the 
rainbows appreciation and understanding. 

The Rainbows are also encouraged to say óThank youô to 
family, friends, teachers, other people to raise each girls 
awareness of the world around her.  

The Rainbows are all encouraged to be kind, which involves a 
growing awareness and respect for the environment and 
people. In Rainbow meetings being kind is developed by 
working together in groups, whether it is how to be friends, how 
to share or how to play fairly.  

There are plenty of opportunities for the Rainbows to be helpful 
whether at Rainbows or at home. Rainbows are encouraged to 
keep their room tidy, clear away their toys, and help with some 
chores. At the meeting, they are encouraged to get equipment 
ready for games and activities, to tidy up, to look after a new 
rainbow when she joins the unit.  

All the principles behind the badges and promise are all 
achieved through fun games and activities. This year, the 
Rainbows have been having lots of fun by learning Scottish 
Country Dancing, eating Chinese food with chopsticks, growing 
sunflowers and grass caterpillars, baking cakes and biscuits, 
making friendship bracelets and bookmarks, playing outdoor 
games, taking part in the 1st Dunfermline Olympics, making 
sandwiches blindfolded, and learning lots of new games and 
songs.  
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We have a number of exciting activities planned over the next 
few months for the Rainbows as part of the Girl guiding  
Centenary year. The girls will be taking up ten different  
challenges, which are:  
 
1. Looking up high- all about climbing and growing 

2. In the Dark- having adventures and exploring at night 
3. Wet and wild- all about water and getting wet! 
4. What a performance- singing, dancing, acting and mime 

5. Sharing the Adventure- taking part in centenary adventures 

6. Flashback- looking back over the decadesï clothes etc 

7. Ice cool- freezing activities and being ôchilled outô 

8. Moving- all about exploring different kinds of travel 
9. Wacky 100- crazy ideas around the number 100 

10. Future- what will the girls be doing and where will they be 
 
Some of the activities planned include: visiting the fire station 
and police, learning a dance, making and playing musical      
instruments, climbing a hill, taking a walk in the dark, having a 
pamper evening, making a ôcoolô buffet, building very tall towers 
out of different materials, making a pudding that has to be 
turned upside down, and having a midnight or ( nearly midnight) 
feast.  
 
If you know anyone who would like to come and join in the fun 
on a Friday night or you would like further information on 1st 

Dunfermline Rainbows, please contact, Lynn Dorman 
(Leader) on 01383 731298.  

Let there be peace in the mountains and valleys, the forests and 
cities, the hills and the plains. 
Let there be peace through all of Creation and among all the    
nations.   
Let  Peace Ever Reign. 
In Jesusô precious name.  Amen. 
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Dunfermline High School 
 
At the meeting of the Fife Councilôs Education and Childrenôs 
Services Committee on 20th August, I was pleased to be able to 
vote for the building of a new school on the grounds of the 
current High School. Some £40m million is to be invested in this 
new school, with a similar sum earmarked for Madras College 
in St. Andrewôs. We are promised a state-of-the-art facility in 
our parish for educating our young people well into the 21st  
century. 

The vision of the Schools Prayer Network is that throughout 
Scotland there would be prayer both in schools and for schools; 
that pupils, teachers, churches and individuals would take time 
to discover the needs of their local school community and bring 
these to the Lord. 
 
We have 4 schools in our parish: Canmore Primary,  
Dunfermline High, Pitreavie Primary and St. Leonardôs Primary. 
Come and pray for our schools on Wednesday 28th October 
from 9am ï 10am in Duloch Primary School, Nightingale 
Place (beside Tesco). 

Andrew J. Philip 
 

 

For this new morning with itôs light 
For rest and shelter of the night 
For help and food 
For  love and friends 
Amen 
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Showstoppers! 
 

The weeks of meeting, planning, organising and  
praying were well rewarded when our Holiday Club 
started in July. 23 children came along on the Sunday 

afternoon to pre register as we set the hall up decorating the 
group areas with our team banners. We had Actors, Dancers,  
Musicians and Singers for the older teams and the younger teams 
were the Presenters; Ants and Decs. The numbers increased to 
69 on the Monday and remained reasonably constant throughout 
the week. Overall about 80 young people joined us for an  
amazing week of fun and games, stories and teachings through 
drama, videos and music. We ran a successful teenage  
programme where the members of our youth fellowship designed 
flyers to advertise two evenings; one of outdoor Wild and Wacky 
games and another indoor ñDeal or No Dealò type game, and then 
walked round Pitcorthie and surrounding area handing them out 
to teenagers who were out and about. 
 
The Parents Evening gave a real overview of what the week had 
held for the children and ended in a Red Carpet walk for each 
child to receive their copy of the Five Favourite Bible stories book. 
 Saturday night found us at ñThe Cross Factorò where some of the 
children and a few of the team entertained an audience to the  
delights of their talents. The acts were varied and included  
singing, dancing and comedy. Iôm not sure which of these The 
Rainbow Sisters fitted into, but the audience was gracious. The 
judges declared Callum and Caitlin the joint winners.  
 
In true academy awards fashion we could end up thanking every 
one and their aunty, but in fact all our gratitude should be directed 
to God for bringing us together and giving us this opportunity to 
serve Him. 
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Absolutely none of this would be possible if it were not for the 
practical, financial and most importantly prayerful support of the 
St Leonardôs congregation. All of us on the team who go down 
to Pitreavie School to work with the children are so thankful to 
the rest of the Team who make it possible. The week is  
exhausting in an exhilarating way and being fed wholesome 
healthy food goes a long way to help keep our stamina up.  We 
especially thank the team of members who donate food or 
money for food and those who prepare and serve the meals up. 
 
  In true academy awards fashion we could end up thanking 
every one and their aunty, but in fact all our gratitude should be 
directed to God for bringing us together and giving us this  
opportunity to serve Him. 
 

Libby Nisbet 
 

STOP PRESS! 

 
Do you know these men??? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This dodgy pair was caught on film blagging an old fridge from 
the church premises even as Holiday Club activities were taking 
place elsewhere in the building! 
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Causeway Prospects Scotland Charity Walk 

Tony Phelps-Jones Director of Causeway Prospects is Walking 
1,000 Miles in the U K during this year in order to raise 
awareness and money for Causeway Prospects that helps 
people with learning disabilities in Churches around the 
Country. 

As St Ninianôs Church is involved with Causeway Prospects 
and knowing St Leonardôs has a walking group, the Rev Liz 
Fisk asked if we would like to take part in the walk. David & 
Maureen Black decided they would do part of the walk, our 
thanks to everyone who kindly sponsored us. On the day of the 
walk Tony was walking from South Queensferry to Burntisland  
a distance of 12 miles, we decided to join him with walkers from 
St Ninianôs at Dalgety Bay we discovered he was running a little 
late and it was agreed to start ahead of him as he is a fast 
walker and would catch us up, we walked on to Aberdour  at 
this point the more elderly  walkers returned to Dunfermline. 

David & Myself continued on towards Burntisland approx one 
mile from Burntisland Tony & Brenda caught up with us then 
the four of us walked the last mile to the Hard Rock Cafe. We 
were greeted by the Minister, and his wife, son, and Ivy from 
causeway Scotland and causeway members, we had a  
wonderful bowl of home made soup most of us did a Oliver 
Twist can I have some more Sir, followed by other goodies and 
coffee. 

We thought this was the end of the journey not to be, two of the 
causeway group with learning difficulties wanted to walk with 
Tony to Kinghorn so the six mile walk became a nine mile walk. 
In the evening people with learning difficulties walked from 
Trondheim to St Ninianôs Church for a meal followed by a 
Celebration Service. 

Tony explained the ñWalk with meò project was hoping to raise 
£100,000 this year it is standing at £40,000 to £50,000 at the 
moment, Tony thanked everyone for helping with this project. 

God Bless, Maureen and David 
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COSY 

PONCHOS!!!! One of the freaky random moments from the 
National Youth Assembly 2009.  Alana Brown, Alexandra 
Campbell and I were funded by presbytery to attend the youth 
assembly, which, this year was held in Stirling University, over 
the first weekend in September. Before we arrived, none of us 
really understood just what was going to happen over the 
weekend. On the first night, we all got a sense of the enormity 
of the event; there were around 150-200 youth delegates from 
all over Scotland, ranging between ages 16-25. It was amazing 
to meet so many young people who all attend a Church of  
Scotland Church. On the second day, we experienced our first 
full day at NYA, which consisted of worship (in which we 
learned to take prayer photographs), two debate seminars (we 
did spirituality and wealth) and a long lunch (where we chose 
between activities). Then at night, there was the Golden Duck 
Awards (which were like the Oscars, but better!) where Alana 
was nominated for the funniest moments, but unfortunately  
didnôt win. There was also a gala dinner followed by a ceilidh, at 
which Alex and I played in the band! Then on the Sunday, we 
had more debate seminars on identity and inter-faith and other 
opportunities to worship differently. On Sunday night, there was 
the Hootenanny, in which anyone who wanted to perform could. 
The Monday was the day of the Big Debate, in which all of the 
delegates came together to discuss all the issues and put  
forward ideas that we wanted to be taken to the General  
Assembly next year. 

Throughout the weekend we met new people, tried new  
activities and explored new ways to praise and worship God. I 
can honestly say that it was one of the most amazing and 
uplifting weekends that I have ever experienced, and I cannot 
wait to go back next year! 

Oh, and as for the ponchos ï they were handed out to 
everyone to keep us dry in the rain: but Alana took to flying 
around the campus in hers!! 

Esther Nisbet 
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GIVE A PRESENT AND 
MAKE SOMEONE SMILE 

Some people have so little that things 
we take for granted can mean so 
much as they are luxuries that they 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅΦ ¢ƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀ 
new hat or scarf when they have 
never had new clothes brings great joy 
and laughter. 
Please fill a shoebox and help bring 
this joy this Christmas. 
After checking your box, Blythswood 
Care will add a Biblical storybook for 
children, a book for teenagers or a  
calendar with Bible verses for adults. 
It will then be sent to someone in 
need in time for Christmas. 
Shoeboxes will be sent to Albania,, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, India, Moldova, 
Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and 
Ukraine. 

 
YOU CAN HELP BY: 
 

filling a shoebox using the information on the leaflet which 
will be available in the church or at 
www.shoeboxappeal.org 
donating some of the suggested items and we'll use them 
to make up shoeboxes 
donate empty average sized shoeboxes (it's getting more 
difficult to get these!) 
make a donation of money to help cover the cost of  trans-
porting the shoeboxes (£2 per box) 

http://www.shoeboxappeal.org
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Items in bold are essential  
 
Toiletries  
(NO TALCUM POWDER)  
Soap/Shampoo 
Face cloth/ Moist wipes 
Deodorant 
Moisturising Cream 
Comb/Brush 
Sanitary Products 
Shaving foam/Razors 
Toothbrush and Toothpaste 
 
Clothes 
Underwear Socks/Tights 
Hat/Scarf 
Gloves 
 
Miscellaneous 
New Make-up 
Sewing Equipment 
Household Candles 
Screwdrivers/Pliers 
Kitchen Utensils 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sweets (No chocolate or any 
other food) 
*Best Before date March 2010 
No loose sweets, lollies or  
undated bags of sweets. 
 
Stationery 
Pens/Pencils/Sharpener 
Notepads/Colouring books 
Rulers/Rubbers 
Small Toy 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Items 
(T-Shirts/Pyjamas/ Jumpers/
Shirts) etc 
 
 

Please deliver your filled box to the Church 
no later than SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER. 

WHAT TO PUT IN YOUR SHOEBOX:  
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Sunday School 
 
Trailblazers have now resumed for the winter and have had an 
encouraging start. We welcomed four new members to Sunday 
School as well as two P4 girls from the Sparklers. We are also 
hoping to see another three former Trailblazers returning and 
three more girls arriving from Sparklers. This means we will 
have potentially sixteen children. This increase in numbers will 
mean that we can do more with our activities, particularly 
drama, music and games. We hope to have more fun to 
encourage the children in their worship. 
 
We asked the children to tell us what they enjoy about  
Trailblazers ï here are their answers. 
 
Tommy P6:  I like going to Sunday School for the activities  
  every day. My favourite is crafting! 
Lois P5:  I like singing and making stuff.  
Mark P5:  I like the sweets and games. 
Dylan P5:  I like meeting people and eating sweets. 
 
The following answers are from the new Trailblazers after their 
first day! 
 
Sally P6:  I liked singing. 
Holly P5:  I liked meeting new people. 
Nathan P4:  I liked the music and the sweet. 
Emma P4:  I liked playing Pass the Parcel. 
Deri P4 : I liked the musical instruments. 
 
If you are in primary 4, 5 or 6 and enjoy any of these activities 
then you could come too on a Sunday morning at 10am to join 
in the fun. 
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Summer has ended and the children are back to school ï thank 
goodness say the parents! But beware the Autumn holidays will 
soon be upon us!! Here at the church the Sunday School has 
also restarted. We have a crèche for the wee tots , 0 ï 3 years. 
The Sparklers , 3 ï 5years and All Stars 5 ï 7 years who meet     
together in the Morris hall annex. The Trailblazers , 7 ï 10 
years meet in the Morris Hall and the Lazer group, 10 + meet in 
the committee room. All the Christian teaching is done by lovely 
experienced church members who provide a programme aimed 
to suit each individual age group.  
  
There is story telling, singing, drama, crafts and lots more. Yes 
in Sunday School learning all about our Lord and Bible stories 
is great fun and will assist your child build a solid Christian 
foundation and make new friends. Perhaps some are already 
here from their school. 
  
If you have children that have not yet been to Sunday School or 
havenôt been for a while why not come along and meet your 
childôs age group. You are welcome to stay to settle your child 
should you wish. Once settled we welcome you to join the   
congregation for our morning worship. We all have busy lives 
and sometimes it isnôt possible to be there every week, but you 
can be assured you will always be welcome when you can.  
  
We meet just before our 10 am Service in our Halls. If you 
would like to know more please speak to me at church (ask 
someone to point me out) or phone me on ï 01383 881420. 
  
And remember if you have a baby/child of crèche age you can 
leave them in safe hands while you are in church for worship 
and getting to know us. 
  
All our Teachers are Disclosure checked.  
  
Sheila Leel 
Sunday School Superintendent.  
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PRESBYTERY 
 

Many members of the church hear the word PRESBYTERY 
mentioned at different times and on different subjects,  and 
many wonder what is Presbytery all about!  This article is 
written with a view to help ordinary members understand the 
functions of Presbytery. 
 
The Church of Scotland is a Presbyterian church (and so 
described before it had Presbyteries, the essence of 
Presbyterian government being a consular system of superior 
and inferior courts) governed through the General Assembly to 
Presbyteries and to Kirk Sessions.  There are, therefore, 3 
courts within the framework of the church and some details of 
Presbytery follow. 
 
What is it?  
 
Presbytery is a court of the church composed of Parish 
Ministers and Representative Elders elected from churches 
within its bounds; along with Ministers employed out with the 
bounds who opt to serve within a chosen Presbytery e.g. 
officers employed at 121 George St, along with retired Ministers 
living within its bounds and choosing to serve in that 
Presbytery. Additional Elders are elected by Presbytery to 
equalise those additional Ministers and are referred to as Parity 
Elders. In St Leonardôs the Representative Elder is Sheila Leel, 
the Parity Elder is Stewart Laird. 
 
Any Officers? 
 
Presbytery appoints a Clerk (who is paid a salary by 
Presbytery) along with a Treasurer (who receives a small 
honorarium) and a Moderator. The Moderator is appointed for 
one year only and presides over all meetings as well as taking 
part in outside congregational events on behalf of Presbytery.  
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The finances of Presbytery are obtained normally by a per 
capita levy on each church member within its bounds paid by 
every congregation. Presbytery can also appoint persons (who 
need not be an elder) to carry out specific duties e.g. Elder 
Trainer; Children & Young Persons Officer. These specified 
persons are elected to Presbytery as Corresponding Members 
who can speak during debates but have no voting rights. 
 

Meetings  

 

Every Court of the church (except Kirk Sessions) must, before it 
completes its business, determine the time and place of its next 
meeting. Therefore the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery is 
always known. Presbytery meetings are normally held in public, 
but if Presbytery requires to meet for a specific item of business 
(e.g. Ordination of a Minister) then an in hunc effectum (for this 
purpose only) meeting is called. Where some unexpected 
business arises which cannot wait until the next ordinary 
meeting, then the Moderator may call a pro re nata  (for 
unforeseen business) meeting.  A Kirk Session does not specify 
the date of its next meeting as Kirk Sessions meet as and when 
necessary. 

What does it do? 
 

Presbytery is the fundamental court of the church since it  
directly superintends not only Kirk Sessions but also the whole 
ecclesiastical activity within its bounds. It also elects annually 
those representative Ministers and Elders who are to constitute 
the General Assembly in Edinburgh. Its basic function is to give 
spiritual leadership and encouragement to the Ministers, office 
bearers and congregations. It should always be seeking ways 
of promoting the advancement of Christôs kingdom.  Presbytery 
functions are normally divided into 3 divisions: -  
 
Ecclesiastical Functions: 

 

Supervise, examine and licence students, deacons and readers
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Oversee the conduct of Ministers and the discharge of their  
professional duties (with power to libel, try and sentence them). 

See that the word of God is purely preached within its bounds. 

See that the Sacraments are rightly administered. 

Judge appointments and calls, and reject or admit those        
appointed. 

Make rules for good order in the churches. 

Consider questions of Union and/or readjustment. 

Vindicate the churchôs claim to funds or property. 

Delimit parishes and alter bounds thereof. 

Oversee the dissolution of a congregation. 

Consider levels of parish assistance. 

Consider remits from General Assembly. 

Ensure that the laws and accepted practices of the church are 
observed. 

Consider matters of public interest especially locally. 

Other Superintendence: 

Determine in conjunction with ó121ô the appropriate figures for 
Ministries & Mission contribution for every congregation within 
its bounds. 

Deal with matters brought before it by Kirk Sessions. 

Examine all congregational records. 
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Visit every congregation every 5 years (Quinquennial Visitation)  
 

Relations to Superior Courts: 

 

Cause all ordinances made by General Assembly to be kept  

Maintain and enforce the existing laws and usages of the 
church in matters connected with the performance of public 
worship and the administration of ordinances 

Appoint Commissioners to the General Assembly  

It can be seen, therefore, that Presbytery business covers a 
wide range of ecclesiastical matters that warrants the numbers 
elected to serve as members. 

St. Theresaôs Prayer 
 

May today there be peace within 
May you trust in God that you are exactly where 
you are meant to be 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that 
are born of faith 
May you use those gifts that you have received, 
and pass on the love that has been given to you 
May you be content knowing you are a child of 
God 
Let this presence settle into your bones, and  
allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, 
praise and love 
It is there for each and every one of you. 
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World Diakonia Congress 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This summer I had the privilege of being able to attend the 
World Diakonia Congress. This event which happens every 4 
years is a meeting of people involved in Diaconal Ministry 
throughout the world. Representatives gathered from all over 
the world from Japan to Jamaica. We met in Atlanta, Georgia at 
the Georgia Tech campus.  
 
The conference theme was ñcrossroads of graceò. This theme 
ran through workshops, bible studies and speakers. Most  
exciting though was to meet all kinds of Diaconal ministers from 
around the world and from different denominations. We come in 
all shapes and sizes and serve the church and our communities 
in many ways. Some wear uniforms and live together in mother-
houses, their focus being social care. Some are married and 
working in parishes. Otherôs nursing in Deaconess hospitals 
and many teaching in school and in the parish, but all with a 
heart for their local community. 
 
Being able to meet such a range of people really puts what I am 
doing into perspective. Initially it made me feel so small and  
insignificant, especially when you hear of some of the amazing 
projects people are doing to alleviate poverty in their place. But 
then as I began to see the breadth of diaconal ministries I  
realised that I am part of a rich tapestry of ministry around the 
world in which we all play our part. 

 
Elizabeth Philip, DCS 
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Your Guild      Needs You!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
The Guild has an image of being a group of ñolder ladiesò who 
excel in providing tea and biscuits, are good at home baking 
and flower arranging and helping out at a sale of work. Well, to 
some extent that is true, BUTéééé.   We really donôt 
consider ourselves to be ñolderò, some of us after all are still in 
our 40s, and many feel as if we are. AND those purple hair 
rinses are long gone!!!! 
 
So who are we?  We are a group of men and women who enjoy 
fellowship, friendship, and social activities and on our journey, 
try to make a difference to the lives of others.  
Since itôs launch, the Guild has been and continues to be at the 
cutting edge of many initiatives taking a stand against poverty, 
injustice and homelessness, and bringing about change to the 
lives of many throughout the world.  We have been more than a 
voice railing about injustice, our actions have spoken louder 
than any of our words ever could as we have gone into action 
to bring relief and help to so many not only throughout the world 
but also within the UK and at home here in Scotland. The 
amount raised by the Guild in support of itôs projects over the 
past 3 years is testament to that.  How many other Church of 
Scotland organisations can match the £¾ million pounds raised 
in that period of time?  
 
But it isnôt just about raising money for our projects; we meet 
fortnightly on Monday evenings and enjoy time together away 
from the T.V., computer, chores and work!  Visiting speakers 
tell us about their hobbies, and some tell of the interesting and 
even life saving things they do in their lives.  Some of our past 
speakers have been members of our own congregation.   
 


