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From the Minister 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As I write this letter, we are in the first few 
days of the season of Lent. Over the next six 
weeks in my devotion time I am reflecting on 
some of the main words and works of Jesus 
during his public ministry. These weeks lead to Jesusô final 
week on earth, which we   usually call Holy Week. It begins with 
Jesusô triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) and ends 
with his crucifixion (Good Friday). 

The four evangelists devote a disproportionate amount of space 
to Jesusô final week ï in Lukeôs case a quarter of his Gospel, in 
the case of Matthew and Mark about a third, and in Johnôs  
Gospel as much as a half. This shows how important the    
Gospel writers regard the events surrounding Jesusô death. 

Along with the Apostle Paul we hold that the Jesus of Nazareth 
who the Scriptures speak of is:  

ñJesus Christ our Lord, who was declared with power to 
be the Son of God by his resurrection from the 
deadò (Romans 1:4).  

Given the volume of writing about Jesusô life and his final week, 
along with the life-changing effect Jesus had on people ï     
particularly the Apostles, it is interesting that in their writing   
Jesus is not quoted. You might expect their letters to be full of 
Jesusô words, but they are not. They do not repeat Jesus words 
any more than Jesus found it necessary to affirm the Scripture 
of the Old Testament by repeating each point of law. 

In these days when the authority of Scripture is questioned by 
so much of what is going on in our society ï and even some in 
the Church ï it is refreshing to remind ourselves of Jesusô     
attitude towards the Old Testament. 
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As we read the New Testament, we see that Jesus himself took 
the Old Testament Scripture to be: 

Absolute ï All of it is relevant and none of it can ever be 
ignored.  

óIt is easier for heaven and earth to disappear that for the 
least stroke of a pen to disappear from the Lawô 
      (Luke 16:17) 

óThe scripture cannot be brokenô   (John 10:35) 

Of God  ï What the Bible says, God says. 

óthe creator ....said, ñfor this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be united with his wifeò. 
     (Matthew 19:4-5) 

óDavid speaking by the Holy Spirit declared: ñThe Lord 
said to my Lord....ò    (Mark 12:36) 

óAll scripture is God breathedô  (2Timothy 3:16) 

Authoritative ï Time and again, whether in public disputes or 
in resisting the Devilôs temptations, the statement óIt is writtenô 
was the last word on a matter for Jesus. 

óWhat is written in the Law ï how do you read it? 
     (Luke 10:25-26) 

óIt is written worship the Lord your God and serve him 
onlyô      (Luke 4:8) 

True ï What the scriptures says happens; requirements are 
fulfilled and predictions inevitably come to pass. 

óI have not come to abolish (the Law and the Prophets) 
but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law unit everything is 
accomplishedô.    (Matthew 5:17) 

óEverything must be fulfilled about me that is written in 
the Law and the Prophetsô   (Luke 26:44) 
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So what of the New Testament? Well, Jesus commissioned it.  

The New Testament scripture was born in the interaction 
between Jesus and his apostles whom he called as Apostles ï 
a word meaning ñsent out onesò, just as the Old Testament 
writers were also sent to speak and write the Word of God. 

The Apostles believed in the authority and ability that Jesus has 
given them. In the letters they wrote, the Apostles never quoted 
Jesus once. The reason for this is that they knew that didnôt 
need to. They were aware that their own words were: 

The Word of God 

óthe Word of God stands for everô and that is the word 
that was preached to you   (1 Peter 1:25) 

óyou received the word of God from us not as the word of 
men but as it actually is, the word of Godô 
     (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

An unchangeable message 

óif we or an angel should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let them be eternally 
condemnedô    (Galatians 1:8) 

the faith that was once and for all delivered to the saints 
     (Jude 3) 

The command of God 

ówhoever is not from God, does not listen to us.ô 
    (1 John 4:5) 

óAny who does not continue in the teaching of Christ, 
does not have God and whoever continues in the 
teaching has both the Father and the son.ô (2 John 9) 

So, this Lent, as I reflect on Jesus words and works, I will      
remember to receive the whole Bible as the Word of God as 
Jesus did and I will read it all as though listening to Jesus    
himself teaching. 
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I pray that this Lent and Easter season will be as challenging 
and as affirming for you ï that you will worship with us as you 
are able ï and that together we may journey with Christ to the 
Cross and beyond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Andrew J. Philip 
Vestry timeðTuesdayôs between 10am and 11am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Membership Class 
 
Over the past year St. Leonardôs has welcomed a number of 
guests who have become regular worshippers. We would love 
to give them (you if it is you!) and others the opportunity to     
become Communicant members of our congregation. I will be 
leading a Membership enquiry evening on Monday 29th March 
at 7.30pm. You will be most welcome to come along and find 
out more. Please let me know if you are able to attend ï 
721054 or minister@slpc.org.uk 

Andrew J. Philip 
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Day of Prayer ï 16th January 2010 
 

Once again the Church doors were opened up for the day. A 
steady stream of people throughout the day, took the chance to 
spend some quiet time in the sanctuary. 

The prayer stations provided a useful focus and covered a wide 
range of concerns: - remembrance, our church, the economy, 
healing, letting go, and young people.  

28 prayer requests were left at the stations, and these formed 
the basis of the closing devotions. This reminds us of just how 
important prayer is for us ï not just for the Sunday service. 

You may also notice copies of some of the prayers for our 
church, on the pews ï the full version is at the rear of the 
church, and well worth taking a few minutes to read. It is easy 
to see that people care about this church, for those who 
worship here, and for the future growth. As with last year, 
people from other churches came along ï reaffirming the need 
to work together in the local area. One example: - 

Lord, however beautiful, our church is just a building. 
It is the people inside who bring you to the world.  
Give us your strength to do your work.   Amen 

The next opportunity to spend quiet time in church will be on 
the Saturday evening of the Easter weekend ï this is an  
important date for reflection before the celebrations of Easter 
morning. Look out for further details in the weekly notices on 
the order of service and on the website.  

Life may be complicated, but prayer does not have to be. 

Keep praying ï it is the key to keeping the church alive and 
well! 

 
Fiona Mackenzie 
fionmcknz@aol.com 
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Annual Stated Meeting of the congregation 

Tuesday 23rd March at 7.30pm 
 
 

Parish Register 

 

Wedding 

 Heather Rendell & Gavin Ross 
 ï Friday 12th February 

Funerals 

  Jean Buchanan  (92) D: 17/09/09 

  Walter Rankine (82) D: 26/10/09 

 +  Peggy Beaton (94) D: 04/11//09 

  Elizabeth Clark (92) D:25/12/09 

  Bill Houston (92) D:26/12/09 

  Jim Mitchell (81) D: 26/12/09 

 +  Enid Bell (83) D: 26/01/10 

 +  Ken Foster (85) D: 06/02/10 

  (+ member of congregation)  

 
Pentecost in the Glen 

 
Over the weekend 22nd / 23rd May the 
Glen Pavilion and outdoor stage in 
Pittencrieff Park will be the venue for 
Pentecost celebrations. Many of the local 
churches will be involved in telling their 
story and in joint praise events. More 
news about the programme of events will 
be announced soon, so listen out in 
church and watch the website. 
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Forthcoming worship services 

Sunday services are held at 10.15am at St. Leonardôs and at 
11.00am at Pitcorthie (except where noted below) 

 

Communion 

April 1st  ï 7.00pm at St. Leonardôs (Maundy Thursday) 

April 4th  ï 11.00am at St. Leonardôs (Easter Day) 
  ï changed time after Easter Breakfast 

May 2nd  ï 11.00am at Pitcorthie 

June 27th ï 10.15am at St. Leonardôs 

 

Afternoon Services at Gillie Court 

March 4th ï 2.00pm  

April 1st ï 2.00pm (Maundy Thursday Communion) 

May 6th ï 2.00pm  

June 10th ï 2.00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in 
books alone, but in every leaf in spring-time. 

Martin Luther 
 



9  

 

 

Easter Services  

 

Palm Sunday  

March 28th  ï 10.15am St. Leonardôs (Baptism) 

   ï 11.00am Pitcorthie  
 

Maundy Thursday  

April 1st  ï 7.00pm St. Leonardôs (Communion) 
 

Good Friday  

April 2nd ï 12 noon St. Leonardôs (Words from the Cross) 
 

Low Saturday 

April 3rd ï 4.00pmð7.00pm St. Leonardôs (Vigil) 
 

Easter Day  

April 4th ï 8.30am Open Air Service in Public Park 

  ï 9.30am Easter Breakfast (St. Leonardôs) 

  ï 11.00am Communion Service (St. Leonardôs) 

Easter Fact 
 
The Easter Lily is the traditional Easter 
flower and is considered the symbol of the 
resurrection of Christ.  The shell represents 
the tomb of Jesus and the large, pure white 
blooms of the Easter Lilies are symptomatic 
of the pure new life that comes through the 
Resurrection of Jesus. 
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Making the Cross Count 2010 

 

The coming General Election will be hugely significant, for  
many reasons ï yet the creeping apathy that has been 
reflected in low turnouts and many people becoming 
disillusioned with politics has worsened. 

As Christians we should make full use of our democratic right 
and privilege to take part in this yearôs Election. So many of 
our brothers and sisters around the world are denied this; 
apart from God answering prayer they are powerless to  

influence those who rule over the. Let us give thanks for the 
freedom we have in this country, and make use of it for Godôs 
glory. Paul urged Timothy: 

óthat requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God 
our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all 
men.ô (1 Timothy 2:1-6 NIV) 

Please pray for everyone involved in the forthcoming General 
Election: prospective parliamentary candidates, journalists 
working in the press, TV and radio, parliamentarians, Party 
members, church leaders and individual Christians. Pray that 
truth, honesty and integrity will prevail. God cares for each of 
them and their families and longs to demonstrate more of His 
grace and favour to them. Many current MPs will lose their 
seats and find themselves unemployed. Others, meanwhile, 
will find themselves thrust into new, demanding roles involving 
long hours, hard work and the burden of responsibility for their 
constituents. 
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After the Election, if you donôt do so already, please consider 
praying for your local MP, the Prime Minister and other 
members of the new government. You might consider writing 
to encourage them and assure them of your prayers. 

British society is becoming more and more secularised, and 
Christians are coming under increasing pressure ð óto be 
squeezed into this worldôs mouldô, as JB Phillips puts Romans 
12:2. We will, therefore, need to stand together as never 
before for the sake of truth in our individual lives, our families 
and in the public square. 

Some particular issues for prayer right now: 

The Equality Bill could still seriously affect the freedom of 
churches and Christian organisations to employ        
Christians, or require their lifestyle to be in keeping with 
biblical teaching on sexual morality. However, we give 
heartfelt thanks to God for the recent victory in the House 
of Lords. 

The Assisted Suicide Bill (Scotland) could set a       
precedent for the rest of the UK. It follows attempts      
already made to liberalise the law. Some MPs are       
determined to introduce legislation that would make 
euthanasia legal in Britain. 

The Digital Economy Bill introduces important new child 
protection provisions in relation to Internet use ï it could 
be amended to make it even more effective. 

The Criminal Justice and Licensing Bill (Scotland) could 
be amended to criminalise paying for sex in Scotland. 
We rejoice that last yearôs Policing and Crime Bill              
included a clause that now makes it óan offence to pay for 
sex with someone who is subjected to forceô. However, 
this legislation did not cover Scotland. 
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A special election website has been set 
up providing information, resources, 
prayer points and briefing papers on the 
important issues. Please donôt worry if it  
is not possible for you to access the inter-
net - a friend or family member with a        
computer will be only too glad to print 
these papers out for you. They just need 
the website address: 

www.makethecrosscount2010.net 
 

 
 
 
 

Your Church Needs You!  
 

If a cuppa is to be provided after morning worship then help  
required to set up before and clear away after the Sunday 
morning service.  
 
Please add your name to the rota. The more folk on the rota the 
less times you have to do it. Many hands make light work. 
Thank you. For more info please contact Barbara on 729811. 
 
We ask you, brothers and sisters, to warn those who do not 
work. Encourage the people who are afraid. Help those who are 
weak. Be patient with everyone. 1 Thess 5:14 
 

New twist on Lotôs tale 
 

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read, 
óThe man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out 
of the city, but his wife looked back and was turned to salt.ô 
His son asked, óWhat happened to the flea?ô 
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Happy Birthday Maggie! 
 

 

This photo, for your interest, was 
taken at a small  get-together in 
the home of a neighbour, Helen       
Penman, in Brucefield Avenue, to 
mark the 90th birthday of Miss 

Maggie Muir. 

The church, or should I say óGuildô, 
was well represented, with Stewart 
Laird, Jan Hamilton, Lynn 
McKean, and Margaret and 
myself, as well as Martha, all 

attending, along with some neighbours and friends. 

Stewart Laird said a few words by way of wishing her óHappy 
Birthdayô. 

It would be appropriate to mark the occasion in óOutlookô, now 
that Miss Muir is almost certainly the oldest active member of 
our congregation (and, Iôd guess, by a country mile.) 

Gordon Hamilton 

 

Polling place ð the Morris Hall will be a polling 
place on the day of the forthcoming General Election 

 

Internet access 

Thanks to a very generous donation of 
computers both from a local lady and an 
Edinburgh Travel Agent there are now a 
number of computers within Oasis (Kingsgate 
Centre) available to the public.  Limited Internet 
Access is now available on request. 
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Special Olympics Leicester 2009 

It started on the morning of Friday 24th July 2009 
when we dropped Matthew off at Halbeath Retail 
Park, resplendent in his Fife Team tracksuit. 

Two buses were required to take the 102 Fife   
athletes together with coaches and support staff to the 8th  
Special Olympics (GB) in Leicester. Bags were crammed into 
the bus luggage compartments. They climbed onboard and      
parents, carers and relatives ócheeredô and waved as the buses 
left in convoy. 

The Global Special Olympics movement was founded in 1968 
by Eunice Kennedy Shriver (sister of president John F         
Kennedy) who believed that the Olympic ideals of sport could 
give confidence and new hope to people with Learning         
Disabilities and to those who cared for them. This organisation 
now reaches over 2.5 Million athletes in 180 countries 
worldwide. The Special Olympics (GB), which is part of the 
Global Special Olympic movement, was founded in 1978.  
There are an estimated 1.2 Million people with Learning 
Disabilities in Great Britain.  Sadly Eunice passed away in the 
latter part of 2009. 

We had booked into a Premier Inn close to the Braunstone    
Leisure Centre where the swimming events would take place.  
Athletes were also competing in 20 other sports, in various 
venues, in and around Leicester. 

On the Saturday night it was off to the Opening Ceremony at 
the Walker Stadium, home of Leicester City Football Club. Over 
2,000 athletes from across Britain paraded round the Stadium 
before taking their seats in the stand. These athletes 
represented 19 Regions  - Scotland (8), England (10), and 
Wales. Gordon Brown (PM) and other sporting celebrities were 
in attendance. 
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The Special Olympics flag was then brought in and hoisted on a 
flagpole. This was followed by the óFlame of Hopeô entering the 
stadium, having travelled through 45 towns before arriving in 
Leicester. 

The games cauldron was lit from the óFlame of Hopeô and the 
games declared open. As the darkness came down Solly the 
lion (games mascot) and people in many amazing costumes 
added colour to what could be described as a Caribbean      
carnival atmosphere. Finally fireworks were set off over the   
stadium to signify the end of the Opening Ceremony. 

On Sunday we attended a special service at Leicester           
Cathedral for athletes and their families. We also attended 
some shows over the week especially put on by Adults with 
Learning Disabilities.  

Matthew was swimming in three events ï 25m freestyle, 25m 
backstroke and 25m relay. The heats were held on Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday where all swimmers times were         
compared to those that had been submitted, prior to the event. 
Swimmers were then ómatchedô according to their times in the 
heats for the finals held on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
This ensured that swimmers of similar ability would compete 
against each other in the finals. 

Each morning you had to report to the events tent to see when 
Matthew was swimming and collect tickets for that session. 
Poolside seating was limited. Spectators were given seats for 
several races, including the one you had most interest in, after 
which you had to leave the poolside.  

Having never seen Matthew swim in a competition before    
several emotions built up within us as we took our seats at the 
side of the 8 lane 25m pool. 

Foreboding ï seeing the officials at the end of each lane and at 
the sides of the pool who oversee the race.  
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Pride - as Matthewôs name appears on the electronic 
scoreboard, when he arrives, and when the announcer runs 
through the names of the swimmers. 

óMatthew Robertson, in Lane 2, representing Fife.ô 

Nervousness - waiting for the starting buzzer to signal the start 
of the race. 

Tension & Excitement ï as the race gets under way and the 
spectators create a deafening noise supporting their own  
swimmers. 

Relief ï when Matthew touches the end of the pool finishing his 
race. 

Pride ï again at the presentation ceremony. 

All swimmers attend the presentation to receive their medals / 
ribbons. First, Second and Third receive Gold, Silver and 
Bronze medals respectively. Fourth down to Eighth receive 
ribbons according to their final placing. If disqualified a 
participants ribbon is awarded. All race results were posted on 
the internet by the organisers. 

Matthewôs results did not matter to us the fact that he           
participated will go down in the history books.  ñ Iôve got the T-
shirtò and he has with the names of all the 2,000 athletes 
printed on the back. Only Matthew could be three quarters way 
down the pool in the relay heat and raise his right arm out of the 
water  and give a óthumbs upô sign to let the swimmer on the 
second leg know that he was on his way.  

The closing ceremony was on Friday 31st July 2009 at Abbey 
Park, which allowed athletes from all over Britain to say their 
goodbyes and dance to live music played by various bands on 
stage. 
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On the Saturday we drove north and arrived back just in time at 
Halbeath Retail Park to greet the two buses as they arrived 
back in Dunfermline. 

Everyone associated with the Fife team was óshatteredô but the 
memories of Leicester will live on reflected in the games motto.  

ñLet me win, but if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.ò 

Graham & Mary Robertson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Aid 

The first aid refresher course was held on Sunday 14th 
Feb and was attended by Andrew Philip, Sheila Leel, 
Chris Beattie, Pam Moor, Jeanette Penman, Shona 
Brown and Allan Syme. 

John Norwell 

 Thank You! 
 

I would like to say thank you to everyone who has visited, 
sent flowers, written and enquired about me during my 
illness.  Your good wishes and kind thoughts have been 
very uplifting.  I am now beginning to feel better and    
become more like myself again and look forward to being 
back in church soon. 
 
I am hanging up my hat as distributor of Life & Work at 
the end of April after 27 years. 
 
Thank you to all who have subscribed to the magazine 
over the years. 
 
Rosemary Annandale  
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A call to prayer and fasting ï Wednesday 10th March 2010 

If ever there was a time to set aside normal routines and call 
upon God with the devotion and seriousness that fasting       
indicates, then it is now. 

God once spoke through Joel saying: 

Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly. Summon the 
elders and all who live in the land to the house of the 
LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD 

(Joel 1: 14) 

On March 10th we can unite before Godôs throne and pray for 
the Church of Scotland, seeking Godôs mercy for ourselves, our 
denomination and our land ï mindful of the work of the Special 
Commission, of the discussions that will take place in         
presbyteries and Kirk Sessions, of the preparations behind the 
scenes for the 2010 and 2011 General Assemblies, of the need 
for unity amidst our diversity. Above all, that God will glorify his 
holy name, give wisdom and courage to his people and enable 
us to propagate the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ with     
faithfulness and clarity. 

Times normally spent eating could be spent in private prayer. 
Perhaps the morning or afternoon could be set aside for prayer. 
Perhaps you could meet with others to pray. In the account of a 
situation filled with dread certainties, 2 Chronicles records that: 

Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, 
and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. The people of 
Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; 
indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek 
him. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon 
you. 

2 Chronicles 20: 3, 4, 12 

 
 


